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wherein are to be found fome curious obfervations. 


follow in treating of the work of our falvation, is that 
‘which God himfelf has obferved in the performing of it. 
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ArT. xvi1r. The Truth of the Gofpel demonftrated, from the 
Difpenfations of Providence preparative to it, particularly 
from ProPHecy ; from the Evidence with which it was 
introduced ; and the public Teftimonials of it ever fince fub- 
Sifting. In two Volumes, O€avo. By the Abbé Le Pluche, 
Author of Spe&tacle-de la Nature, Printed for R. Franck- 
lin, C. Davis, &c.. Price 10s. 


are 


N this performance, as indeed in all the other writings ‘ 

if of this author, there appears much learning, great 4 
knowledge of antiquity, and vaft compafs of thought ; 

but as it favours too much of the church of Rome, to be 

relifhed by Proteftants, we fhall only prefent our readers 

with a fhort account of the firft part of the firft volume, 


It is introduced with a fhort difcourfe, of fourteen pages, 
on the neceffity of a revelation, towards the clofe of which . . 
our author obferves, that the beft order we can poffibly ' 


‘© The certainty of his holy gofpel ({ays he) may be derived ) 
from what goes before and what comes after it. Let us . i 
previoufly reunite the preparations, by which God: had, a 
great while before the manifeftation of his work, decreed ’ 
to make it recognifable, when he fhould ‘be pledfed at laft | # 
to bring it to light. And if ‘there refults from’ them a 
proof, and a well characterifed intention, we’ fhall call it 
the evangelical preparation. ae | 
But this fuppofes an exact knowledge of the hiftory of 
mankind and'worldly affairs ; fo that it feems to be the pe- 
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culiar Jot of thofe who have a greater fhare of either ity 

or erudition. But here again God has levelled himfelf to 

all capacities, even the narroweft, and has ufed for the 

conviction of thofe who have no great talent or leifure, 

nothing but what they all look upon as the moft expeditious, 
and the fureft way of avoiding illufion. ‘The manner in 
which he fent and publifhed all over the world, the good 
hews of his covenant’ with us, is not different from . the 
manner in which men are ufed to tranfa& together, ta in- 
form one another mutually, and tranfmit either a deed or 
an eftate to their fucceflors. What methods do they ufe? 

They have recourfe to aéts.in due form ; to public archives 
always open when need requires; to trufty credible mef- 
fengers ; or to a public and fufficiently authorifed legation. 
Such are the methods, fuch the inftruments by which faéts 
are a{fcertained, and-the execution of the intention of cave- 
nanters infured am us. All is ftill more fimple, more 
teiterated, and more infallible in the publication, and the 
guarantees of the falvation to which we are called. Nothing 
is metaphorical or figurative ‘here. The depofitum I am 
now fpeaking of is a moft real one, and the evangelical 
apoftolate a true and real embafly. The refult of it is 
what we fhall call, the evangelical Demonftration. 

This fecond proof has:;a very great advantage, for at the 
fame time. that it proves titisGtory{to people of acommon 
genius, and intelligible to men of the narroweft capacity ; 
it is befides of fuch a nature as will fully. fatisfy the beft cul- 
tivated and moft attentive minds, when they. are not at 
Igifure to make ampler refearches, It is even furer than all 
the refearches oe can pofibly make; and is as decifive for 
them. as the reft. The fame courier who, is fufficiently 

nown, and by his reputation of a man. of honour, fuf- 
iently credible to caufe the news he carries to be received 

as truth by the people, is likewife. fufficient, for the magi- 
ftrates and princes. The fame.notary, who.is good to keep 
the contracts of peafants. and illiterate people, is, fufficient 
to infure ten thoufand livres a-year to. the. efquire and the 
philofopher. When the envoys of an Afatic prince come 
to offer to the Europeans the exchange. of fuch and fuch, of 
their commodities as. we. want, for fuch and. fuch of. our 
own wanted, in 4fa, they may treat. indifferently, and 
eeually wich. sopulae ftates Rs roared heads ‘There. is 
no Cavilling, nor does any body cayil with.a notary’s office, 
or a duly authorifed: embaffy. » It is then a thoalsnd. danes 
more. indecent and unreafonable to. cavil with,the evangeli- 
cal 
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cal apoftolate, fince the proofs of the legation are far moré 
authentic, and infinitely greater in humber. It was in 
ofdér to proportion himfelf to man’s eapacity, and cove- 
nant with him as a reafonable and free creature, that ¢ 
has vouchfafed to make known his intentions by the ufual 
means of witneffes, and by the intermiffion of an embafly 
Light and certainty are in thefe, fince they are the ufual 
imearis of fecurity among us. Such a conduét was infinitely 
fit to fatisfy reafon. He, therefore, who believes in the 
gofpel, is as reafonable as the man who rather looks for the 
intentions of the king of France, and the Dutch in the ar- 
ticles of the treaty of peace that has been pues than 
into his own reafon for the faid articles. But befidés the 
fecurity of the meahs, man again finds here the referve or 
ceconomifing of the light, and the expectation of a more 
immediate communication of it. This was a proceeding 
vifibly néceflary for the exerting of his own free choice, and 
of the merit of his confidence. ‘There miuft needs have 
been a vaft difference between the work of nature and that 
of grace. The impreffion of natural objects upoh our 
ears or eyes leaves man no liberty nor any merit. ‘There 
is no merit in him to acknowledge in the middle of the day, 
that the fun is above the horizon ; nor is it in his power 
not to hear the,thunder, when it is actually roaring over 
his head. But the impreffion made by the gofpel muft have 
been of quite another charaéter. The proofs of it are fuf- 
ficiently luminous to fatisfy a mind influenced by God, 
and render indifferent hearts altogether inexcufable: but God 
‘is ftill fufficiently concealed in them, in order either to punifh 
a prefumptuous babler, who thinks himfelf intitled to under- 
ftand every thing, or to bring to perfection a faithful heart 
which at the fame time that he longs for the full broad day, 

gives his moft hearty thanks to God for the fhare of light 
which is indeed fufficient for him.” 

After this he; proceeds to what he calls the evangelical 
preparation, and obferves that, from what part or hands 
foever we may have received the memoirs of the ancient 
Jews and the firft Chriffians, which make up together 
what we call the Holy Scripture or Bible, we find in them 
a feries of facts which are the preparations and performance 
of the falvation offered to mankind ; that the moft impor- 
tant events mentioned there, are the origin of the earth and 
of the nations that cover its furface, the vatious progrefs of 
the corruption of mankind, the ele€tion made by God of a 
people whom he has — with the wholefom promi- 
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fes that concern all nations ; that they contain the hift 

of the general family, and are the vouchers of our hopes 
and pofleffions. ‘** But (fays he) the hiftory muft be pre- 
vioufly verified, and the voucher be afcertained. 

A hiftory is verified by the fight of the monuments re- 
lating to the faéts mentioned in it. An act, an inftrument, 
or a title is afcertained by fhewing that it is depofited in 
archives that have been fheltered from all alteration, and 
fufficiently authorifed—But what monuments have we of a 
revelation made to Adam, Noah, or Abraham ? What in- 
fcriptions fhall we find in ages where there. was no writ- 
ing ? What medals fhall we produce to be concomitant to, 
and expreffive of the prohibition made to the firft man of 
eating of the fruit of a certain tree? By what columns or 
obelifks has the memory of the flood been preferved ? What 
towns, fhall we alledge, ever went by the name of Abraham ? 

But fomething is to be expected here from ‘us of ftill 
greater weight, and which renders our tafk ftill more dif- 
ficult, men are generally fatisfied with the concert of the 
hiftorians witha number of monuments, and think it authori- 
ty fufficient to affert the expedition of Alexander, related by 
Curtius as truth. But it is a truth of but little concern to 
‘us. That hiftory is to us no title to any inheritance. 
There is no great danger in giving credit to the falfhoods 
Curtius may have advanced, Let his botk be true or ro- 
mantic, ftill it amufes us, and we are not fo very ftri& with 
him : Whereas the promife made to Abraham, that in one 
‘of bis Defcendants all the nations that knew not God, fhould 
be bleffed, isthe news of their happinefs and of our falva- 
tion. This is an obligation contracted in our favour: But 
in what aét is it recorded ? Who is the notary-publick duly 
authorifed and worthy to be credited, in whofe office thefe 
‘magnificent promifes have been preferved ? Are any vouch- 
‘ers produced to juftify them? Thus far we are bound to 
anfwer, I own.” 

After this he confiders the certainty of the facred hiftory, 
and obferves that nothing charaéterifes the dignity, the ex- 
cellence, and true greatnefs of man, better than the ardour 
with which he purfues the knowledge of the origin of the 
world, and feeks in the hiftory of thofe who lived before 

him, either models to rule his condu&, or informations about 
his own deftination: but that, if we lay afide our Bibles, 
thereé-are no nations we can apply to, to find the thread of 
events tracing them back quite to the beginning of the 
world. ‘* Now, fays he, if the greateft geniufes of antiquity, 
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if the moft civilized nations have had no manner of kuow* 
ledge of the origin of the world, whom {hall we confult 
about it? What, reafon? heaven? Theearth? But all is 
filent. 7 : Es 
- Here is at lafta large fociety which offers us the hiftory 
we. want, even the Chriffians. A. chriftian infant: will 
actually ftammer a better account of the origin and pro- 
grefs of the world, than Ari/fotle or Manethon, or the old 
Sanconiathon have-done, Their fcripture, they fay, begins at’ 
the very firft man that ever was upon earth, and continues 
thus in an uninterrupted. line of generation quite to the time 
of Titus. ‘This book,-it is true, is not fo much .the com~ 
mon hiftory of mankind, as that of the family of their 
Meffiah : But befides the very great fingularity of a fequeb 
of names that fucceed each other for above four thoufand 
years running, ‘together with a number of facts annexed 
to them ; we find their inftructions concerning our common 
origin and interefts.. It teachesus whence we came, and 
what our future ftate is to be. :The bufinefs is now to‘know 
how far we ought to truft to it. . 2 
There was atime, fay the Chriffians, when we made 
part of the body of the “/ewi/h nation. ~The firft founders 
of ‘our churchesy:and -the firft.depofitories of our ancient 
records, came from ° ‘ferufalem. »°Thofe among the Fews 
who received Chrif?, preached him up: to the Gentiles, to- 
gether. with the: hiftory. of:» what had: been. before. 
Thofe who rejeéted him were either exterminated when 
Ferufalem was taken by Vefpafian; or difperfed, as they ftill 
are,’ with their ancient books. ° Thus:far, the “ews and 
we have the fame {cripture, begun’ by. AZ/es the legiflator 
of the Hebrews ; and from age to.age continued among 
them by thofe who were charged with the government of 
facred things. ‘The Samaritans, whom a fpirit of divifion 
and a number of idolatrous and -fuperftitious practices had 
feparated, above feven hundred ‘years ago, from the main 
body of the fewi/h nation, made ufe of the five books of 
Mbjes, and kept them as precioufly then as we now do. 
The colleGtion of our firft fcriptures had been tranflated 
into Greek three hundred years before the fall of ‘ferufalem. 
The birth of the chriftian religion is but little anterior 
to that event, fince which we Chri/tians and the ‘fews keep 
both the text and the tranflation in emulation of each 
other ; watching over one another with equal vigilance and 
jealoufy : [But the fews are fomething more to us than 
barely infpetors of our conduét in this point, they are, be- 
are G 3 fides, 
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fides, our fecurities. The book we quote and reverence, 
we had it from them ; both the book: and the nation fub- 
fifted before there were any Cbri/tians > From . which very 
plain expofition it clearly follows, that where incredulity 
would caft any fufpicion on the authors of the facred books, 
it coyld not let them fall on the Chriffians, They are 
fairly clear from it. 

Nor can the forging of the ancient fcripture be laid to 
the charge of the ews who lived fince Ptolomeus Phin 
ladelphus, as the Greek tranflation he cayfed to be made 
pf it, is a fuppofition of the exiftence of the text before 
that time. 

- ‘The particulars and conneétion of the events relating ta 
the Fewi/h nation, with the revolutions of the nei ing 

le, very plainly demonftrate that all the books that 
compofe this fcripture, are.the genuine productions of the 
writers, whofe names they go by. ‘The proofs of it may 
be fcen from year to year, in Uj/her’s annals, in the ex 
cellent hiftory of the Jews. by Prideaux, and in the ex- 
planation of the books of Kings by the. Abbé a’ Affeldt, But 
thefe books are in a fpecial manner relative to the ‘Fewib 
nation. Let us then be contented with faying a word on 
the antiquity of the Pentateuch, that is, of the. five books 
attributed to Ads/es ; becaufe, together with the fundamen- 
tal law of the ewif republick, you properly find there 
the hiftory of the world, or the origin of mankind ; which 
js in faét our objec. 

The hiftory of a nation. is. never furer: ner more explicit, 
than when two, parties rife in it, refpeétively intent upon 
pointing out the faults of:qne another. Thus it is that no 
part. of our hiftory of. Arance. is. better fet forth in all its 
circumftances than that of our civil wars. Such is the re- 
fult of the hatred which providence fuffered to rife and. in< 
creafe to an excefs, between. the tribes.that formed the 
kingdom of ‘fuda, and: the ten others that left Reboboam, fon 
of Solomon, and formed the feparate. kingdom of J/rael, 
. The ews who had been feverely punifhed by a captivity 
of feventy years ftanding, on account of their idolatry, 
entertained fuch an averfion for it after their return under 
Cyrus, that they dreaded the leaft fhadow of it more than 
death itfelf. ‘They had already contracted an inveteracy 
againft the tribes of J/rael, on account of both their {chifm, 
and the worfhip of the golden calves brought into J/rael by 
Fercboam. After the difperfion of the bulk of thefe tribes 
in the nosth of 4/q under Salmanazar, the pooreft _ 
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whith had rémained in the adjacent parts. of Semeriay Were 
mixed with the idolaters which Ajjaradm had caufed to come 
from’ Gatha or Ghufiftan: And this increafed the my | 
hatred -of the Fews to fuch a degree, that they had no kind 
ef communication whatever with the Samaritans, who tak 
returir would not fo much as ufe an inftrument that a 
been emiployed by a Few. We may be very fure that 
thefe-difpofitions of inveterary and jealoufy, the Pentateucr, 
which both riations had, had not been tranfmitted from the 
ene tothe other, but was handed down to both from I 
previous to their fchifmy and when they made but one am 
the fame body of ftate and religion. Could a book of this 
importance with any probability be either altered or entirely 
forged by one of the two nations, without apprehending 
the complaints of the other, and that in hopes af making 
the’ other’ party admit of the fame? Abfurd. The Pentq~ 
tench is then much older than Cyrus, and was extant 
among: the Hebrews when: Herodotus and Homer, thé on 
pofterior to Cyrus, the other to.Rehoboam, had not as yet pu- 
blifhed the hiftory of any nation whatever. But the eafier 
we find’ ie to trace the origin of this book back to the time 
of the'legiflator of the Hebrews, the more difficult it will be, 
fome wilifay, to give crédit to it. It is acknowledged, that 
the art of writing was already found out in the time of 
Mofes ; fince Cadmus, who was forced to fly beforé Fo- 
fouab, imtroduced into Greece the ufe of writing as yetun- 
known there, and the other troops of the Chamanegns that 
retired to the weftern coafts of Africa, riot much inhabited 
at that time, erected feveral columns there, on-which they 
wrote their origin, and the occafion of their retiring thither. 
The ufe of writing was known in Phemicia, Syria, and 
drabia. Fob, who was an Arabian; {peaks of it: And 
Mofes,, who \ived in the! fame country, at. the houfe of 
fethro a prieft, and king: of the Midranites, may have 
current writing, fuppofing it was' not as yet in ufe 
among the Egyptians, But Adjfes’s having beer able to write a 
book is no’ fuffcient proof;;) We are; befidesy to thew, 
t. That he cannot: be fufpected of having tried: to affign to 
his own: nation: an original very remiote in antiquity, 2. 
‘That he may very well have been informed of the hiftory of 
the world.” 
cee alittle upon thefe two points, our author 
proceeds to fhew, that every part of Mofes's narration is 
attefted by monuments generally known. Under this 
head he mentions a'great — of particulars, and atom, 
+ that 
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that the regulations and the faith of the firft: ages, fuch 
as Mofes mentions them, are found again among the miajor 
part of the ancient nations, even thofe moft funk m/fuper- 
ftition and idolatry —That Adfes, in the account he gives 
of the Antediluvians, perfectly: agrees with prophane«anti~ 
quity, which fpeaks of the long life of the firft’ inhabitants 
of the world, and of ‘the fhort duration it was reduced to 
after’ the'flood, by the introduétion of the meteors, and by 
the ‘difference of feafons—That the geographical part. of 
{cripture is fufficient to eftablifh the:truth of the:narration—~ 
And 'that'an exact cerrefpondency:is found from age:to age 
between the different recitals of fcripture, and the contem- 
porary ftate of fociety. i : So 30 
After this he obferves, that the records wherein out. fal- 
vation is promifed, cannot be of an unqueftionable; certain- 
ty, unlefs the archives that contain them, be :duly autho- 
rifed; nor be confidered as having God for ‘their author, 
unlefs the archives they are kept in, bear a recognifable:mark 
of the divine.authority that has eftablifhed them. ‘This mark, 
according to him, is prophecy, in treating of which he con- 
fines himfelf to the confideration of three prophecies, the 
firft relating to the fate of Babylon,.the fecond: to’ that of 
Egypt, and the third to that of the defcendants of 4- 
braham. | ) owe 
He concludes ‘his evangelical preparation with an acceunt 


of the ftate of religion among the “Jews and. Gentiles, at. 


the drawing near of the time of the AZeffiah. ‘* At the 
approach (fays he) of the time of the Ad¢/iah, the philofo- 
phical fpirit, which is never much fatisfied with what God 
teaches us no otherwife than» with referve, had: added its 
own thoughts to revelation, and divided the learned men of 


the Jewifh nation into two feéts, viz. the Sadducees and 


the Pharifees. ‘The firft denied:a future life, materialized 
the fpirits, and reduced the hopes as well as the: effect of 
the promifes to the bleflings of this prefent life. They made 
a great fhew of their fubmiffion to. the law, and to the fa- 
cerdotal miniftry, in order.to enjoy the advantages of their 
fociety, without rectifying their thoughts, or curbing their 
paffions.. ‘They barely profeffed the name: of fews, and 
conformed themfelves to the outward ceremonial without 
believing any thing. | 

The Pharifees, in appearance more religious, admitted 
the truths known by and before the law ; but they rendered 
them of no ufe, by\the fubverfion of true. piety. : Being 
moft of them of alevitical extraction ; the making a traffick 
and 
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and. lucre'of religion, was all they aimed at: And inftead 
of ufing their credit among the people to perfuade them 
that true piety confifts in loving God and ferving one’s 
neighbour, they infinuated into every family for no other 
purpofe but to ‘draw prefents and diftinétions upon them. 
felves; and to caufe facrifices and aéts of devotion, that 
were moft lucrative to the facerdotal order, to be multi- 
plied, to the general neglect of what was due to one’s re- 
lations, to the poor, and to the whole body of fociety. 

‘The priefts, the doétors, and the people knew then the 
true God. But their’ worfhip was without love, void of 
fentiments, and of no effeét. 

Religion was reduced to that low ebb’among the “Yeas ; 
a great fhew, and nothing elfe. ‘The ftate of the Gentiles 
at that time is known. Idolatry flained and defiled all the 
univerfe with crimes, which it made to pafs for religious 
ations. Philofophy had multiplied difputes. They talked 
of nothing but wife‘men and wifdom. They gave the title 
of fages to the very men who demolifhed virtue by their in- 
dulgence or bad principles. It was given to Epicurus and 
Lueretius. ‘This wifdom had gradually darkened the very 
primitive truths. : eels 


Plate, the moft reputed among the antients, of hisown | 


authority, affigns:not punifhments, but indeed glorious re- 
wards to the moft unruly affections, and the moft contra 

to the intention of nature: He owns that fo great a philo- 
fopher as Socrates will dovbetter to refrain from them in order 
to raife himfelf above his own defires. When the philofo- 
pher is contented with loving intelle€tual excellence, -with- 
out being maftered by the love of pleafure ; he prepares 
wings for himfelf, even in this life, that fhall carry him at 
his going out of the body into perfeét glory. But this 
philofophical tranquillity is no obligation. ‘There are phi- 
lofophers, fond of what is fublime, who follow a more 
beaten path ; and who, not prefuming to reach the higheft 
degree of perfection, modeftly make their virtue to con- 


‘fift in imitating the great ‘fupiter, and that other god 


who took the place of Hebe. Thefe, fays Plato, fhall 
after their death experience a lefs rapid flight: But there is 
no law that confines them to the’ fubterranean abodes. 
The love of the fublime has already begun to give them 
wings, the flight of which fhall in time grow ftrong enough 

to carry them up to the happy regions. 
Plate knew what pafléd under ground and in heaven ; for 
which. reafon he was liftened to longer than any: And it 
was 
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was to young people that he direéted this philofophy,. or 
rather feand us raving, as fo many inftru@tions of the 
fublimeft learning, | 

St. Clement of Alexandria, and Eufebius of Gafarea, who 
mention thefe excefles of philofophy, do it with lefs eircum- 
fpeétion than we ; becaufe they were public diforders grown 
bolder by the protection of the learned. ‘The fcripture ex+ 
prefles this fubverfion of order by two words equally model 
and energick. ‘This, according to it, was depraving the 
way of humanity. 

There was another philofophy ftill fublimer than the 
foregoing, even in the opinion of thofe who did not profefs 
it: Becaufe, at the fame time that it indulged effeminac 
lefs than Platonifm did, it but the more indulged that mo 
predominant of all the paffions, pride. This was the ftoick 
wifdom : the moft eflential point of which confifted in 
faying, God is mafter to give me life; he may add 
riches to.it, or deprive me of them ; but, as to equanimity 
and. true virtue, it is my bufinefs to give them to my felf: 
I thall. take care to provide for that. 

Tully intimates, that nobody was ever bound to gwe 
thanks to the deity, for his being a good man. Seneca, {till 
more exceflive in the fame ptinciples, puts himfelf every now 
and then by the fide, if not even higher than ‘fupster. 
Becaufe.God is.wife and happy in his nature, whereas 
Seneca is. wile and. happy by his own choice, Obtaining.a 
good conduc of one’s felf, is, according to him, having 
all the gods. on one’s: fide. One has nothing to afl of 

Men who think. after this manner feem not very. ready 
to believe that the fource of juftice is without them, and 
that they want a. faviour to become virtuous, This wifdom, 
which impofes on men-rather by its vaunting than by any 
real fublimity, diverts both the learned: and the people 
from: the religion of ‘Fe/us ie the preacher of grace, hu- 
mility,, and prayer, inftead of bringing them to him, 

Although men are-not fo brifk in the practice of evil, 
fince the.diminution of their’ vigour and longevity as they 
were. before the flood, yet. is there the fame corruption in 
the main. All. the: earth is polluted with. infamous deeds 
and cruelties. Philofophy, far from putting a ftop tothefe 
evils, has rather multiplied them, by either authorifing of 
palliating them: Nor did it ever free. man from one: dif- 
order. otherwife than by giving a loofe to another either 
equivalent or even more pernicious immerality, = the 
fages 
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{ages went aftray in their thoughts, becaufe God had ne 
part in them, and the univerfal difeafe of men’s minds was 
their thinking themfelves capable of all manner of {cience, 
and of practifing every virtue. 

T fall fay but one word of the Pyrrbonigns and. Corpuf- 
eulifis, The firft, who would not admit of any truth er 
merit, were the moft untractable of all, being a fect of 
defperado’s. | | 

"Fhe Corpufeulifts who. built the world with atoms, anda 
dire& or a whirling motion; deriving beauty, erganiza- 
tion, and mutual relations from two caules deftitute of in- 
telligence, deferve not to be mentioned, becaufe the opini- 
ons of diftraéted brains ought to be of no fignification. 
Nevesthelefs (who could believe it) this is the doctrine that 
had got more ground than any ; becaufe it freed men from 
all apprehenfions, and. feduced them befides by the phantom 
of learning. 

On the other band, although God had, to that very 
time, and in favour of all nations, expofed to every eye the 
fpeCtacle of his wifdom exprefled in his own handy-work ; 
although he had added to the never-failing bounties of his 
providence, the indelible fentiments of natural religion, the 
voice of confcience, the inward dictates of reafon, which 
is the fame in all men, the traditional truths infeparably 
conne&ted with the-ancient religious practices, and a ftill 
more fpecial predication. of truth by men eminently virtu- 
ous, whom his grace oppofed from to time tothe torrent of 
infidelity. Although, in fhort, he had, im favour of the 
very nation intrufted with the promifes, employed the law, 
the inftruétions and ceremonies fuitable to the time, and 
the fenfible proofs of his will through the miniftry of his 
prophets ; yet all thefe means, good and! ufeful'in them- 
felves, produce not the cure of pride, the frailty, and the 
wickednefs of the human heart. They may have pre- 
pared it for a more important work: "They jointly and 
in concert bring on the execution and facilitate the mani~ 
feftation of it: But how fhall the third promife be effected? 
How fhall the blefled pofterity impart the merciful covenant 
to nations whofe criminal blindnefs leaves them deftitute of 
hope, and who.are moft truly without Ged? Aind if fal- 
vation is publifhed among them, how fhall they be fure 
of its coming from God? Thefe bleffed tidings are to be 
propofed to all: Let us then for ever have it before our 
eyes, that the demon/tratien of them ought, at one and the 
: : fante 
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fame time; to be fatisfaétory to every inquifitive mind, 
and levelled'to the narroweft capacity. , fh 





Art. >x1x, A Vindication of the Free Inquiry {into, the mi- 
raculous Powers, which are fuppofed to have fubfified in 
the Chriftian Church, 8c. From the Objections of Dr. 
Dodwell and Dr. Church. By the late Conyers Middleton, 
D. D»>'Printed for Manby and Cox. Quarto. Pages 
99. ‘Price 2s. 


E are-told, in an advertifement annexed. to this 

performance, that the greateft part of it was com- 
pofed. by. Dr. Adiddleton, during his laft illnefs; that he 
died before he could complete and correct it; and that it 
is printed: from- the only copy, that was left, which isin 
the author’s own hand writing, and now to be feen at the 
bookfellers. - It muft be matter of fome concern..to. every 
candid reader,» who has the interefts of truth at heart, and 
has attended; to: the progrefs: of this controverfy, that the 
learned and ingenious gentleman, who was principally con- 
cerned in it, and fo:well qualified to urge, in the moft.for- 
cible-manner, all that could:be faid in fupport‘of the opinion 
he had. undertaken to defend, :did not live to:fee it brought 
to a final iflue. - This concern will be heightened, when it 
is confidered, that there was an appearance of an abler an- 
tagonift’s entering the lifts with him than any he had for- 
merly. dealt with, one of great. eminence in the republick 
of letters, and every way worthy of Dr. Adiddleton. 

As the Free Enquiry was publifhed before this periodical 
work was fet on foot, and but little notice taken of the 
feveral anfwers to it, we fhall not be large in our account 
of this performance. It is introduced with fome curfory 
reflections on’ the method which Dr. Dedwell and Dr. 
Church have taken of puffing their works a priori ; and on 
the honour conferred upon them, by the public teftimonial 
of a great and famous univerfity, whofe zeal Dr. Adiddleton 
thought too forward, in crowning its champions before the 
victory, and making itfelf a party in the controverfy, by 
giving its fanction to opinions ftill in difpute. 

Our author proceeds to explain himfelf a little more par- 
ticularly on the fubject of certain paflages in his preface, 
which were thought by the. above mentioned doétors to 
carry in them a fufpicious and dangerous meaning. . He 
charges them with giving thofe paffages an invidious turn, 
in 
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in order.to prepoffefs the reader with an odious opinion of 
his charaéter and principles, and a favourable one of their 
own zeal and piety in expofing them. The explication he 
gives is too large to be here inferted, and is expreffed in fuch 
terms,' as will not, we apprehend, tend much to heal.the 
fcruples and remove the fufpicions of his anfwerers. 

~ After this he enters into: the Free Enguiry; and as the 
firft argument he had made ufe of towards confirming his 


general pofition, was the filence of the apoftolic fathers, . 


with regard to any ftanding power of working miracles, as 
refiding ftill in that age for the converfion of the heathen 
world, he obferves that Mr. ‘fack/on, the firft of his an- 
tagonifts, frankly allows of this filence, but that the above 
mention’d doctors, more ftout than their leader, utterly 
deny it, and affirm, that tho’ they do not indeed enlarge 
on their miraculous powers, nor make any direét appeal to 
them as their fucceflors do, yet that many occafional hints 
and plain references to them are to be found in their writ- 
ings. ‘The principal inftance produced by them in proof 
of this aflertion, is from the epiftle of St. Clement to the Co- 
rinthians ; which, as it is paraphrafed by Archbifhop Wake, 
exprefly afferts the fubfiftence of miraculous powers to that 
particular age. Upon the authority of this paraphrafe, of 
which Dr. Adiddleton had not taken any notice; they re- 
proach him with the wilful fuppreffion of a teftimony, 
which direétly overthrows his argument, and to which he 
had not attempted to give any anfwer. . And here our 
author confeffes, that the paflage, as explained by the arch- 
bifhep, is full to their purpofe, and contrary to his; but 
pleads, at the fame time, that the reafons, which moved 
him to omit it, were, firft, the utter infignificancy, 
which it appeared to have, as to any proof or evidence, 
relating to the queftion; and fecondly, a regard for the 
character of that venerable prelate, which made him un- 
willing to recall into public light, a paraphrafe, which he 
took to be unworthy of him, and of all others that he had 
ever obferved, to be the moft palpably forced and drefled 
up, without any ground or color from the text, to ferve 


the point which he was inculcating, concerning the con- 


tinuance of the miraculous powers to the times of thefe 
apoftolic fathers, He produces the words of the text, as 


.they ftand in the epiftle, tranflated by the archbifhop him- 


felf, together with his paraphrafe, by the bare recital of 


.Which he leaves every man of fenfe to be convinced, that 


he could haye novother reafons for omitting it, than thofe 
already 
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already mentioned. He obfetves on this head, what low 
fhifts: his ifts are driven to in their defente of the 
primitive ‘miracles, and refers his reader to Mr, Toll, who, 
he fays, has very effectually and particularly expofed the im- 
pertinence of all the little arts and fophiftry, with which they 
have laboured to extort mitatulous fenfes, out of the dar 
hints and equivocal paflages of the apoftolic fathers. 

In the next place, he confiders the particular proofs, 
which Dr. Dedwell’s father had formerly alledged from the 
apoftolic fathers, to evince the continuance of the miracu- 
lous powers to their days, and which are deferided by the 
fon, whofe piety our author applauds, in expreffing fo jea- 
lous a concern for the reputation, and fucha zeal to de- 
fend the opinions of a learned and virtuous parent. As the 
firft of thefe proofs is taken from the title, or addrefs of 
Ignatius’s epiftle tothe church of Smyrna, he obferves, that 
as the fon’s fole defence of his father’s interpretation is 

ounded on a miftaken fenfe of the word chavifma; fo the 

ther’s proof, and the fon’s defence, muft of courfe fall to 
the ground. The term charifma Dr. Dodwell affirms to be 
peculiarly appropriated to denote extraordinary gifts, which out 
author will not allow, who endeavours to fhew that this fa- 
vourite criticifm is vain and groundlefs, and the imaginary 
conceit only of fome minute critic, who happened to want 
it, as the doétor did, for the fupport of a particular hypo- 
thefis. According tohim, the word chari/ma, in its native 
and proper fenfe, as ufed both by the facred and primitive 
writers, fignifies nothing more than a gift, whether it be 
natural or fupernatural, ordinary or extraordinary ; and to 
confirm this notion of the werd, he gives an inftance or 
two from the facred writers, where it is taken in the fenfe 
he has put upon it. 

Qur author afterwards alledges, that all his anfwerers, 
who, he fays, appear to have known nothing of the ftate 
of the primitive miracles, but what they learnt from his 
book, have not yet learned from it, what they ought to 
have done in the firft place, a right ftate of the queftion. 
*¢ The pofition, (fays he) which I affirm, is, that, after 
the days of the apoftles, no ftanding power of working mi- 
racles was continued to the church, to which they might 
perpetually appeal for the conviction of unbelievers. This 
is what the title of my work implies, what my whole rea- 
foning turns upon, and what I have often fignified in the 
courfe of it, to be my precife meaning. Yet all my anta- 
gonifts treat my argument, as we abfolutely rejected every 
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ing of a miraculous kind, whether wrought within the 
by the agency of men, or on oa prepare. by 
the immediate hand of God. That can work mira- 
cles whenever he pleafes, nobody, I dare fay, will deny : 
but whether he has wrought any or not, fince the days of 
the apoftles, is an enquiry, which I do not at all enter into ; 
the fingle point, which I maintain, is, that the church had 
no panting power of working any. 

This diftin€tion was feen at once by thofe writers, who 
have appeared in the defence of my book, and who have 
juftly rebuked thefe anfwerers for their neglect of it; as 
being neceflary to a right management of the difpute, and 
obvious to every reader. Yet, in defiance of this admoni- 
tion, they ftill declare it to be a mere evafion and fubter- 
fuge, never intended by me at firft; but an after-thought, 
contrived to elude the force of fome objections, which were 
found to prefs me. 

The diftin&tion, however, tho’ juft and clear, was not 
marked out by me, for the fake of any advantage, which I 
might derive from itto my caufe, for I know none, which 
it could give, but merely to fhorten the difpute, and to 
prevent unneceflary wranglings, on fats and inftances, 
which do not belong to it. For tho’ I have no better opi- 
nion perhaps of the miracles, faid to have been wrought 
without the church, than of thofe, which are affiemed to 
have been wrought within it; yet, as I confine my argu- 
ment entirely to the latter fort, 1 would not be drawn 
away to an examination of facts foreign to my purpofe, and 
but little regarded at prefent in the Chriftian world, from 
my more important tafk, of diffolving a chain of pretended 
miracles, which at this very day enflaves and ties down the 
whole chriftian church to certain doétrines and practices, 
which tend to debafe the fimplicity of the gofpel, and to 
give a fuperftitious turn to the piety and devotion of its pro- 
feflors, If my adverfaries, therefore, had paid a due regard 
to the diftinction juft mentioned, it would have faved them 
fome trouble in many inftances, and efpecially in the ftory 
of. Polycarp’s martyrdom, and the miracles which accom- 

panied it ; on the defence of which they now exert all their 
zeal, declaring them to be decifive, and to have utterly 
overthrown my whole fcheme. Whereas, in truth, what- 
ever be the real charafter of them, they are nothing at all 
to the purpofe, as. being neither wrought by any ftanding 
power in the church, nor carrying any fort of evidence, 


that any fuch power was then fubfifting in it. 
ut 
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But if thefe miracles have no relation, as I fay, to the 
prefent difpute, it is afked, for what reafon then did I in- 
troduce them into it? To which I anfwer, that it was 
for no other, than to expofe the trifling and frivolous na- 
ture of them ; and to fhew, how fondly the Chriftians of 
this early age were difpofed to give a miraculous turn to 
every unufual incident, which might happen to take place 
on any important and affecting occafion. My manner of 
introducing them declares my contempt of them ; and I 
thought, that a bare recital of them would render them as 
contemptible to others, as they appeared to myfelf. But I 
have mifled my aim with thefe anfwerers, who have the ‘con- 
fidence ftill to affirm, that I-do not difpute the reality of 
them, but leave them in pofleffion of miracles, as great. and 
wonderful as any in the Chriftian church; that I ftand 
convicted by my own conceflions, and by acknowledging the 
genuinenefs of the epiftle, confirm the genuinenefs of the 
facts related in it; than which, nothing can be more fenfe- 
lefs and abfurd. For tho’ I call that piece one of the moft 
authentic in all antiquity, I fhew at the fame time, that I 
am not declaring my own opinion, but that which was ge- 
nerally held of it by the church: and when I mention the 
advertifment annexed to the end of it, concerning the mi- 
raculous difcovery of the fame piece by a revelation from 
Palycarp, will any imagine, that I could believe fo filly a 
fiction, tho’ I made no refle€tion uponit? No, I took the 
very mention of it, asI have faid, tobe a clear deteétion of 
its forged character.” 

The teftimonies of the fucceeding fathers come next to 
be confidered by our author ; and on this head his anfwerers 
allow, that he has fairly drawn out all the principal tefti- 
monies which relate to the queftion, and enumerated all the 
extraordinary gifts and.powers, which thefe fathers declare to 
have fubfifted among them; nay, inftead of charging him 
with the fuppreffion of any, their fole exception is, that he 
has added one to the lift, which does not belong to it, and 
which none of the fathers have any where claimed, viz. 
the gift of expounding the fcriptures. As Dr. Middleton 
looks upon this to be a point of no fmall importance to his 
main argument ; and as it is the only one, which his ad- 
verfaries here difpute with him, he is at fome pains in ex- 
amining and clearing up the truth of it; and by opening 
the ground and reafon of afcribing this gift to the church, 
fhews the reafon alfo for which his adverfaries fo ftifly reject 
it, ** This then, (fays he) at the conclufion of what he 
offers 
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offers on this head) will appear at laft to be the genuine cafe 
of the gift of expounding the fcriptures, or the myfteries of 
God. It is exprefsly attefted by /renaus, was ever reck- 
oned among the extraordinary gifts of thofe times, was 
claimed efpecially by Fuffin, and is affirmed to have been 
largely poured out upon Origen. Yet the moft learned and 
inquifitive of our proteftant divines, and even thofe who 
pay the greateft reverence to the characters of the fathers, 
are forced to confefs, that they cannot difcover the leaft in- 
ftance or trace of any fuch gift in the writings of thofe fa- 
thers; but, on the contrary, that their interpretations of 
the fcriptures are generally fo unnatural and extravagant, 
that, inftead of being the diétates of a divine infpiration, 
they feem to be the effects rather of an unfound mind and 
difordered reafon. Wherefore the falfhood and impofture, 
fo manifeftly difcovered, and even confeffed, in the claim of 
this particular gift, muft needs leave a ftrong fufpicion, 
upon the authority of all the reft. Yet thefe fhall be heard 
likewife for themfelves, nor be implicitly condemned, till 
they have had a fair trial: for which purpofe I fhall proceed 
to review twoor three of the principal of them, and exa- 
mine what pretenfions they can juftly make to that credit 
= belief which they ftill generally obtain among Chri- 
ians. 

The remaining part of this perforthance is taken up in 
examining the miraculous gift of rat/ing the dead; and the 
gift of tongues; 2s to the article of healing the fick, on 
which Mr. Dodwell lays a fingular ftrefs, our author in- 
tended to have added a few reflections, but was prevented by 
death. 


i. = SS - . © in ain 





Art. xx. Mitton vindicated from the Charge of Pia- 
GIARISM, brought againft him by Mr. Lauder, and 
Lauder rig f convicted of feveral Forgeries and Impofi- 
tions on the Public. In a Letter humbly addreffed ito the 
Right Honourable the Earl of Bath. By John Douglas, 
M. A. Reétor of Eaton Conftantine, Salop. Printed for 
A, Millar in the Strand. Pricg 15. 6 d. 


Everal reafons determine us to give a fuller account 
of this article, than of miany others, Firft, to 
make good our promife, in the fhort account already gi- 
ven of Lauder’s book* ; alfo to teftify our abhorrence 


* Ste Review for Fanwary 1750, Vol. II, p. 239, 
Vor. IV. H of 
































oe = rere eee —— ee ee em eee | 
oa r) rey a 








OE i le LP Ee ett — 


98 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


of the bafe mearis ufed to depreciate the Great Milton 3: and, 
laftly, to give our readers the beft information in our power 


of f6 interefting a fubje&t. But before we confider the me- 
‘rits of Mr. Douglas’s piece, it -will be proper to premife a 


brief hiftorical narration of what happened upon the publi- 


‘cation of it. 


And firft, ‘it is natural to fuppofe, that Lawder’s book- 
fellers muft be greatly alarmed. ‘Thefe gentlemen were tdo 
‘much interefted as Englifhmen, not to fay tradefmen, to fee 
the point fully cleared up; nor indeed can they be accufed 
of negleét in this refpe&. And, as they have taken care to 
inform the public of their proceedings on this occaffon, in a 
new preface now prefixed to Mr. Lauder’s eflay, we fhall 
give it in their own words. ) , 

«© The encouragement, which Mr. Lauder at firft met 
with, was owing folely to thé nature of the. difcovery he 
pretended to have made, and not to the fteps that Ied him to 
it, or his motives for the profecution of it; or to any opi- 
nion, either of his tafte, his knowledge, or his prudence. 
Nor did his difcovery come recommended by any other cir- 
cumftancé ‘but novelty and fingularity ; for it Was then fuf- 
ficiently evident, that nothing more could be produced b 
the eftabdlifhment of its reality, than-a knowledge of Mil 
ton’s refources ; refources which many fuppofed him to have 
had, and which all muft allow him the liberty of applying 
to, without any diminution of his poetical character. 

The queftion thes, appeared to be only ‘about the fingle 
fact, whether thefe refources ‘were J/ilton’s, or not; and, 
in this light; Lauder was fupported in the aublication of his 
evidences for the affirmative. But thefe evidences were 
fuppofed to be genuine, and faithfully produced : the manu- 
fcript copies of Ma/enius and Grotius were tranfmitted from 
Louvain and Leyden to a ‘different perfon, in ‘whofe “hands 
they remained for fome time ; and they were frequently in- 
fpeSted, with a profeffed defign to expofe the ‘weaknefs of 
their teftimony : and this, added'to a perfidfibn of Lauder’s 
honefty, at leaft of his ‘waht of capacity to conttive and exe- 
cate ‘a frand, ‘precluded all fufpicion of abufe and interpola- 
tion. The inferences he ‘draws from ‘his doétrine,” in 
impeachment of Milton’s moral character, produced. an 
opinion of his integrity : for though thefe inferences were not 
likely to extend their influence, as they appear at firft fight to 
be the decifions of a weak and diftempered judgment, yet 
they are made with great indignation and bitternefs; and it 
was not poffible to conceive, that aman could ever think of 
fupporting 
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' fapporting fo Bold a charge of difhonefty and fecret dealing, 
“by actual frauds and the violation’ of every duty which an 
author in’his' cittumftances was obliged to praétile. 
After ‘ten “mionths infolent «triumph, the reverend Mr. 
* Douglas has favoured the world with a detection of this 
‘feerie ‘of Villainy';and has fo powerfully urged his proofs, 
‘that no“hopé was left of invalidating them, but the laft and 
‘Jeaft, of a Variation: between the feveral editions of thefe 
books, from which Lauder has feleéted his authorities, 

An immediate application’ to Zawder was, however, ne- 
“eeflary, as well to juftify ourfelves,' as to remove or confirm 
‘the charge. Accordingly, ‘we acquainted him, that if he 


‘did not inftantly put into our hands the books from which . 


he had taken the principal controverted paflages, namely, 
Mafenit Sarcotis, Staphorftii Trikmphus Pacit, Taubmanni 
Bellum Angelicum, Fletchert Locuftea,-and Foxa@i Chriflus 
‘Triumphans, we would publickly difclaim all connexion with 
him, ahd expofe his declining the only ftep left'for his de- 
fpice.s Sat MON: Sete | 

This declaration’ brought him ‘to us the following ‘day, 
‘when, with great confidenct, ‘he acknowledged the interpo- 
lation’ of all the ' books abovementioned, and” feetred to 
“wonder, at the folly of mankindy in making fuch an extrava- 
gant rout about eighteen or twenty lines: ie hid 

T he bodkfellers having received this‘anfwer from Lauder, 
made good their promife of expdfing him, by’ the following 
advertifement. | Mt *ERry ~ | 


White-Hart iti Pater-nofter-row, London, Nov.'28.1750, 

‘Upon the publication of the reverend Mr. Donpies's de- 
fence of Milton, in anfwer to Lauder, we immediately fent 
to ‘Lauder, and infifted upon his’ clearing himfelf from the 
charge of forgery which Mr. Douglas has brought againft 
him, by producing the books'in ‘queftion. He has this'day 
admitted the charge, but with gteatinfenfibility. We there- 
fore difelaim all connexion ‘with him, and {hall forthe fu- 
ture fell his book only as a mafter-piece of fraud, which the 
public may be fupplied with at 1s. 6d. ftitched. 
) | Joun Payne, 

JosePyH Bougvet. 


They tell us; by way of note to the above preface, that 
Mr. Lauder has difcovered fome remorfe for his behaviour ; 
and that he intends to print a recantation, in which he is to 
acknowledge all his forgeries, and beg pardon of the public. 
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Having thus laid before our readers what followed upon 
the publication of Mr. Douglas’s pamphlet, we come now 
to confider its intrinfic mer:t.. He feems to have had two 
things chiefly in his view, the one is, to defend Milton 
from the charge of being a plagiary, notwithftanding he had 
imitated, or even borrowed many thoughts from others; 
the other is, to prove Lauder guilty of forgery. On both 
which heads, he has, in our opinion, fully made out what 
he propofed. dys 

To begin with what he advances concerning, plagiarifm, 
-—** Our critic,” fayshe, ** charges Milton with borrow- 
ing both the plan of his poem, and alfo particular fentiments. 
Suppofe the charge made good, will it follow, that his pre- 
tenfions to genius are difproved? ‘The fame charge may be 
brought againft Virgil, and it may be objected to his claim 
to a diftinguifhed feat on Parnajfus, that fcarce a page of his 
“neid can be inftanced, where we do not meet with fome 
imitation of the Jliad or Odyfzy. Do the admirers of Virgil 
deny thecharge? No: but think that their high regard for 
his poem is perfe&ly confiftent with their admitting that its 
author borrowed hints from Homer. And fhall the cha- 
racter of the Englifhman be depreciated, for doing what is 
thought no juft caufe to detraé&t from the fame of the -Ro- 
man? Scarce an eminent writer can be inftanced, who 
has not been indebted to the labours of former authors ; but 
how abfurd would it be to urge this as an argument, that 
there is no merit in their productions? For as one may be 
what is called an original writer, and yet-have no preten- 
fions to genius, fo another may make ufe of the labours of 
others, in fuch a manner as to fatisfy the world of his own 
abilities. ‘There may be fuch a thing as an original work 
without invention, and a writer may be an imitator of 
others, without plagiari(m. 

But as authority will always weigh more than affertion, 
and often more than argument, I think I cannot take a 
more effectual way to confirm and eftablifh what [ advance, 
than to bring up as an evidence the great Longinus. What 
then ishis opinion? So far ishe from thinking that imita- 
tions of old authors detract any thing from the merit and 
genius of thofe who have recourfe to them, that, on the 
contrary, he exprefsly lays down the imitation and emula- 
tion of the former great writers and poets, as one of the 
ways that leads to the fublime. This he particularly il- 
luftrates by the example of Plato, who, he fays, imitates 
Homer more clofely than Herodotus, Stefichorus, or one 
chus 
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chus had done before, and drew from the ccpious ftream of 
that poet, ten thoufand rivulets to enrich his own works. 
Moves "Hedddles ‘Opnemnarelog sywilos Crnciggogos ers meclegov @ TE 
"Agyiroy,os® wala Ob Tete padisa 6 TAa rar, amd Te ‘Opngixt ixsivg 
ypeilos sig auTov pupias doug wapaleomas amoxyikvcapivs. And if 
Longinus be fo far from looking upon imitation to be pla- 
giarifm, as to recommend it as one of the fources of the 
fublime, and to praife Plato for his obfervation of this rule, 
who will venture to affert that Adilton’s imitations in his 
Paradife Loft detract any thing from the merit of the 
poem? A great genius, in order to furnifh out a more 
perfe€&t entertainment, looks upon himfelf as having a right 
to convert to his own ufe whatever has been already pre- 
pared and made ready. But he exercifes this right in fuch a 
manner as to convince every one, that his having recourfe ta 
it is not the effect of the fterility of his own fancy, but ofthe 
folidity of his judgment—lIf his touch convert bafe metal 
into fterling coin ; if from amidft indigefted heaps of dulnefs 
he can extract the only fhining thought, the only ftriking 
image; if he can fo change and new-model what he borrows, 


as to add a dignity of language and propriety of epithet, to 


fentiments cloathed by their original author in the meaneft 
garb; if an author borrows in fuch a manner, the {kill 
fhewn in making fo judicious an ufe of the labours of otherg 
leave the reader no time to give them any fhare of the 
raife.” 
, After the refle&tions on plagiarifm in general, Mr. Dou- 
glas proceeds to confider the particulars alledged againfk 
Milton. ‘Let us admit then,” fays he, ‘* that AZilton 
has taken the hint of the infernal council, or Pandemonium, 
of Lucifer’s habit and chariot, the fight of angels, with the 
excurfion of the fallen angels from hell, from Majfenius ; that 
he has borrowed his death and fin from ‘fobn Fox, his aen- 
gelic war from Taubmannus, and other members and epi-~ 
fodes of his Paradife Loft from others, yet while the com= 
pofition of the whole plan, the connection of the feveral 
parts, and the reference they bear to each other, are in- 
difputably all his own, his pretenfions to genius will re- 
main unfhaken. An archite€t who does nothing but copy 
a plan of an edifice out of Palladio gives no proof of his 
fkill ; but if he has united the beauties of many palaces erected 
by other mafters, fo as that they fhould all have a place in 
one; in this cafe we cannot refufe owning him as a fkilful 
architect, becaufe his connecting together beauties origi- 
nally detached from each other, and his working them 
H 3 up 
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up into one uniform defign, isa proof of his capacity, and 
makes the plan an original'and his own ; ,although the fe- 
parate ‘meinbers of ittbe old and borrowed. 

But if Milton has been {6 much indebted to Mr. Lauder’s 


. moderns, why does’ he fo irduftrioufly conéeal it? Why 


affert * that his mufe purfues 
Things unattempted yet in profe or rbime. 


Mr. “Douglas takes this verfe in a quite different fenfe 
from that put upon it by Lauder. ‘* There is a wide dif- 
ference,” fays‘he, ‘* between faying that he fings Things 
unattemped yet in profe or rhime, and faying that the fubject 
of his poem is entirely new, and had never been thought 
of before. The fubjeét of the Paradife Lof is as old as the 
facred volumes ; and therefore, -if the line in queftion is to 
be underftood as our critic interprets it, Alton, by it dif- 
claims the affiftance of the fcriptures, as much as he dif- 
claims the affiftance of Layder’s obfcure moderns. But 
furely this could never enter his head. 

Befides, AZi/ton’s boatt that he fung things unattempted yet 
in profe or rbime, may be defended from this one confidera- 
tion, that he was the firft who ventured upon fuch a fub- 
jet in our language—And that no Englif> poet before him 
had made the fall of man, the ground-work of an epic 
poem. Surely he had as good pretenfions to make this 
boaft as Lucretius, in his poem on the epicurean philofophy. 


Avia Pieridum perago loca, nullius ante 


Trita folo*. 


Virgil, in his georgics, boafts to the fame purpofe, only 
becaufe he was the firft of the Zatin poets who had wrote 
on agriculture. 





me Parnaffi deferta per ardua dulcis 
Raptat amor : juvat ire jugis, qua nulla priorum 
Caftaliam malli divertitur orbita clivo t. 


Horace, that he might not be-thought inferior to his two 


countrymen already mentioned, alfo tells us in one of his 
epiftles ; 


* Lucret. Lib. I. v. g2s. 
>} Yirg. Georg. Ill. v. 921. 
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Libera per vacuum pofui vefligia princeps 
Non aliena meo prefi pede. 


And has he any other foundation for this boaft, but that 
he was the firft Latin who had attempted Lyric poetry! 
Though he had formed himfelf on Pindar, dnacreon, and 
other Greeks. 

Milton had, at leaft, as good prentenfions to boaft in this 
manner as had any of the Latin poets 1 have mentioned ; 
and if they are not thought guilty of difingenuity for fo doing, 
why fhould the charge be urged againft him in particular ¢ 
Why fhould he be faid to have all. manner of help and af- 
_ fiftance in compofing his poem, for having faid nothing but 
what I have proved he could fay without deviating trom 
truth ; and which other poets with no greater, nay, with 
much lefs reafon, have faid before him?” 

Mr. Douglas further obferves, how endlefs as well as un- 
neceflary a work it would be to refer on every occaiion to 
the original authors; to fay here I have imitated Plato— 
there Cicero was of ufe—this fentiment was furnifhed me 
by Hsmer—and that was borrowed from Virgil. He adds, 
that men of learning will find out the imitations, and that 
none but fuch a critic as Lauder could call the not exprefly 
mentioning them, an induftricus concealment of his. belps, 
highly ungencrousy nay criminal to the laf degree, and abfo- 
Lutely unworthy any man of common probity and bonour. 

We have been the fuller on this head of our author’s dif- 
courfe, in order to give our readers the clearer notion of 
what may be deemed plagiarifm, and what not, it now 
remains, that we fay fomething of Lauder’s forgery. ‘That 
he has been guilty of this crime in feveral inflances is fully 
proved: nay he himfelf, when queftioned on this head by 
his bookfellers, admits the charge. Were it not, that 
we think it ungenerous to infult over one already felt- 
condemned, we could net fail to reprefent the bafenefs of fuch 
a conduct, But we leave him to the {tings of his own con- 
fcience ; and fhall only mention two of the moft glaring 
inftances of his. fraud, 

Mr. Douglas having met, with a copy of Staphorfiius in 
the Bodleian libiary, found the paflage, quoted by Lauder, 
to ftand really as. follows : 


Foedus in humanis fragili quod fan@ius evo 
Firmius et melius, quod magnificentius ae quam 
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Conjugii, Sponfr fon] aque jugalia facra ? 

+ fincera fides dextra haud fecus atque figillo 
am cupide firmatur ovans, & que fruiiur tot 
Signis ac precibus, tot habens patrefque, ducefque 

Ac defponfa fides, fervatrix firma decori 
Connubii ? Deus eft fummus Pater ejus et au€tor. 
Subfignant chari qui ipfos genuere Parentes, 
Dulciter et reliqut tune fuffragantur amici, 
Publicitus thalami confirmat Ecclefia faedus 
Adduniurque preces, fit conclamatio vulgi ; 
Femina fic & mas thalamum fociantur in unum 
Ipfos vota decent eadem, mens ana falubris : 
Ut veluti natura monet quod confulit equum, 
Quod concinna rogans ratio validiffima fuadet. 
Sie fit Janta Venus flabilis, fint vincula amoris 
Candida & obdurent cunétos facrofanéia per annos, 
§ Querere debet enim mulier nil citra maritum 
} uarere fic nullam debet mas ultra maritam — , 
- Membra fides thalami fervare reciproca mandat 
Omnis in hoc evo ipforum conceffa voluptas 
Conjugis in gremio tantum folidatur in uno ; 
Ut penes alterutrum fit corporis una poteftas : 
j Corporis unde fui non eff mas tutor at uxor 
( Corporis atque fui domina eft non feemina fed vir 
Hoc tam magnificum, tam fanétum, tam folidumque 
Percellens animos fplendore, tot unde potentes 
Heroas, tantofque duces prodire caballo 
Trojano veluti, certum eft, hominumque prepago 
Tota decet manare pudens : omnifque poteftas 
In terris ex hac divina ftirpe refultat *. 


Now, if any one will but take the trouble, fays Mr, - 
Douglas, to compare the above lines, which are faithfully 
tranfcribed from Staphorftius, with thofe which the critic 
of Milton quotes as his, a very remarkable difference will 
appear at firft fight. He will obferve feveral lines omitted, | 
which I have reftored to their place, and diftinguifhed by 
including in parenthefes ; and not only this, but he will be 
furprifed to find eight lines quoted as Stgphor/fius’s, which 
haye no exiftence in that author. In the room of Querere 
debet enim mulier nil citra maritum, and the following 
equally wretched line, Laucer inferts as follows: . 


* Stepl ff. lib. IT. p. 82. 
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Aufpice te, fugtens alieni fuccuba leit 
De Thiel? Hein pet gente repulfa eft, 

| Ae tantum gregibus pecundum ratione carcnium 
Imperat, © fine lege tori furibunda vagatur. 
Aufpice te, quam jura probant, rectumque piumque 
Filius atque pater, fraterque innotuit, & quot 
Vincula ay nig fanguinis, a te 
Nominibus didicére fuam diflinguere gentem T. 


And indeed, continues our author, if thefe lines be 
really in Staphorftius, I will allow that the critic of A/:/tom 
has made good his charge, becaufe the following ones from 
Paradife Loft bear the ftrongeft refemblance to them that 
can be, 

By thee adulterous love was driven from men, 
Amang the beftial herd to range; by thee, 
Founded in nature loyal, juft, and pure, 
Relations dear and all the charities 

Of father, fon and brother firft were known. t 


The truth is, that the Latin, Aufpice te, &c. is taken 
from Hog’s tranflation of Paradife Lof?, without the varia- 
tion ofa fingle word. So that our famous critic would fix 
the charge of plagiarifm upon J/ilton, for flealing from_his 
own tranflator. ‘* Had I not feen this, fays Mr. Douglas, 
were it not in every body’s power to fee it, I fhould not 
have ventured to affert a fa€t fo extremely improbable.” 

Another ftill more extraordinary inftance of Lauder’s 
forgery, is his having ventured to produce fome lines as 
Milton’s, which have no place in his works. No wonder 
if he ufed fuch unwarrantable freedoms with Staphor/fius, 
Fox, Taubmannus, Fletcher, &c. when he had the impu- 
dence to forge lines for AZi/ton himfelf. In the Gentleman’s 
Magazine for February 1747, Lauder obliged the world 
with the firft a@ of Grotius’s Adamus exul, where he marks 
at the bottom of the pages, the paflages of AZi/ton, which 
he would have us believe ftolen from Grotius. In this act 
the two following lines are to be met with. 


Lacufque vivi fulpburis femper fluunt 


Et ampla vacuo f[patia laxantur {oe - 


+ Lauder’s E fay, Pp 104. 
t Paradife Lot, B. LV. 1. 733. on. 
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And as a proof that Adilton had copied them, he quotes 
the following paflage as his, and which indeed bears a very 
great fimilitude to Grotius’s Latin. 


And lakes of living fulphur ever flow, 
And ample {paces 


«“ Now, fays Mr. Douglas, after. having examined the 
Paradife Loft with the greateft care, not only by the help of 
Dr. Newton’s copious verbal index, but alfo by turning over 
every page of the poem, I think mylelf fufficiently well 
authorifed to pronounce, that the line and half, juft men- 
tioned have no exiflence in the Paradife Lof, but have 
been forged by our critic, who juftly might think that, 
there could be no greater crime in accommodating the text 
of Milton to Grotiusthan there was in accommodating that 
of Staphorflius, &c. to the Paradife Loft,” 

The deteétion of this piece of forgery, tho’ foreign to his 
plan, our author thinks extremely proper, as being the 
moft effelual way to conviice the public, that the charge 
againft Lauder, of corrupting the texts of the obfcure Latin 
writers above mentioned, is credible, when he has had the 
unparallelled impudence to corrupt the text of the Paradife 


Loff, tho’ in wery body’s hands, q. 








Art. xx1.. Marginal Animadverfions on Mr. Coftard’s two 
late Differtations on the KesirAH and Hermes. + 
Printed for E. Withers in Fleetftreet. Price 6 d. 


HE author of this pamphlet difcovers, in the very firft 
page, that he entertains much the fame opinion of 
Mr. Cofard as Capys in Virgil does of the Greeks 5 


—_———— LYimeo Danaos & dena ferentes. 
Mr. C//lard having obferved, that the book of Fob is 


undoubtedly one of the fineft remains of antiquity ; our 
author afks what remains of antiquity does he mean? 
The books of the S. §. exclufive of the oldeft heathen 
books? Or thefe taken in the lump with thofe? If he 
means the book of the S. S. taken fo exclufively, his feem- 
ing commendation, or preference of the book of Job, is a 
real piece of impertinence. Becaufe the S. books are not to 
be compared one with another among themfelves, efpeci- 
ally for what he calls fixe. For they are all from one auther , 
+ See our Review, for 4uguf?, 17-0, Vol. III. p. 262. 
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God himfelf ; and are infinitely above the embellifhment 
this writer had in his head. If he mean the 8. books, 
taken in the lump. with the old heathen books, his compa- 
rifon is prophane : it is fetting the dreams of the pagans up- 
on a level with the diétates of the Holy Ghoft. 

Our author fticks very clofe to Mr. Cofard, follows him 
almoft through every page and paragraph, and neyer fails 
to find fault; with what juftnefs we leave our readers to 
judge from the following fpecimen of his reafoning con- 
cerning the Keftah. ‘Fob’s friends, in the original, are 
faid to have given him each a Kefitah (i. e. according to 
him, a piece of coin, having the figure of a fheep of lamb 
ftamped upon it) and an ear-ring of gold. So here were 
two gifts ; firft the faid lamb, whatever it was, and fecondly 
the ear-ring of gold, whatever it was. And accordingly all 
the: tranflators give us two diftinét rendrings for thefe two 
diftinét things... Nothing can be plainer; there are two 
particulars mentioned in the original, and two in each of 
the tranflations. ‘The tranflators, fomie of them render a 
little after the manner of expofitors, to inform us of what 
forts they took the pieces feverally to be, but neither dropt 
nor confounded the things, or omitted, or added, or changed 
their places. Yet Mr. Coffard, when in the LXX there 
are two fenfible rendrings for two things, tells us,;—Ay, 
but he thinks, they meant to omit one of the faid two, and 
give both of their rendrings, ex /uper abundante, to the other ; 
which argues an unaccountable perverfenefs either in his 
will or underftanding. 

If any-of our readers think this too fcanty a fpecimen of 
our author’s performance,.we would refer them to the ac- 
count given of the fecond and fifth authors mentioned in 
our Review for’ May laft, p. 16. and fig. it being our opi- 
nion that they all deferve to be ranked in the fame clafs of 


writers. Wy 


ART. xxl. An Examination of the Reverend Dr. James 
Fofter’s Sermon on Catholic Communion, as publifhed in 
bis firft Volume of Difcourfes on natural Religion and {o- 
cial Virtue. Alfoan Appendix in Anfwer to a late Pamph- 
let, intitled, Infant Baptifm a reafonable Service. Prinied 
for M. Cooper. Odtave, Price 15. 6d. | 


R. Killingworth, the author of this: pamphet, feems 
to be a very zealous baptift, and the defign of his 
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performance is to juftify that fect in their cuftony of ex- 
cluding others from their communion. In this/view he 

-has attacked a late fermonof Dr, Fofer’s, wherein the 
great duty of extenfive chriftian charity.and catholic com- 
munion is recommended ; a fermon which fhews the gene- 
rofity of the doétor’s temper, and the goodnefs of his heart 
as much as any he has yet publifhed, but a fermon which 
has given our author fo much offence, that he. has taken 
the pains to examine and anfwer it paragraph by paragraph. 
A vaft undertaking undoubtedly ! tho’ if we believe himfelf, 
he has fo well fucceeded in it, ‘* that it moft clearly.appears 
from what he has faid againft it, that in every paragraph, 
and almoft every fentiment it contains, it does in its juft 
confequences betray the truths and inftitutions of the gofpel, 
and naturally tends to advance and eftablifh infidelity upon 
the ruin of the Chriftian caufe”, p. 57. 

Whether he has given a juft character of his own work, 
or not, we fhall leave our readers todetermine, after we have 
prefented them with a fpecimen of the manner in which it 
is executed. 

_ Tho’ Dr. Fofer has no where exprefly mentioned bap- 
tifm in his fermon, and only in one place hinted that it 
ought not to be made a term of chriftian communion ; there 
is hardly a paflage in it which our author does not make to 
favour the admiffion of pzdo-baptifts to communion, and 
accordingly in his anfwer to each paflage he bends his whole 
force againft thefe, to prove that they ought to be excluded. 
All this is feen in the fpecimen, which ’tis time now toex- 
hibit. 

Dr. Fofter had faid, ** that whoever belongs to the body 
of Chrift, has an intereft in him as his faviour ; and there- 
fore, however erroneous in other refpects, may, as to his 
habitual frame and temper, be fit to commemorate his dy- 
ing love, and the wonderful goodnefs of God the father of 
all (the original contriver and author of the redemption of 
mankind) with joy and gratitude. Upon which account it 
muft be abfolutely unreafonable, to hinder perfons of this 
character from joining in the folemnity, (which was infti- 
tuted on purpofe to perpetuate this thankful commemoration) 
without an exprefs and particular injunction of the chriftian 
lawgiver.” 

Now follows oyr author: ** Whoever, fays he, as Dr. 
Fofter has before worded it, juffly, truly, and really belong 
to the body of Chrif2, have an intgreft in him as their favieur 
‘becaufe they have, as he appointed, been baptized into him 
3 and 
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and thereby put on Chrift, and become members of his 
body ; fo that it muff be abfolutely unreafonable to hinder 

fons of this charaéter from joining in the folemnity, which 
was infistuted on purpofe to perpetuate in the church @ thank- 
ful commemoration of Chrift’s dying love; if the lives, and 
converfations of fuch perfons be as becomes the gofpel of 
Chrift, however erroneous, in other refpecis, they may hap- 
pen to be, I fay with him, it muff be ry ber unreafonable, 
&c. But that‘any perfons in the world are ju/tly, truly and 
really, that is to fay, properly members of his body, who 
have never been baptized into him, as he has appointed his 
members to be, can never be proved. Inftead of doing this, 
the doétor only takes it for granted, that unbaptifed perfons, 
who are of an habitual good frame and temper, may be al- 
lowed to be members of Chrift’s body, becaufe he would 
have us admit them to our communion ; which f prefume 
is more than many pzdo-baptifts defire, unlefs it be to 
juftify their gro/s fuperftition in {prinkling infants, and fo 
excufe their refufing fubje€tion to Chrift in baptifm. Tho’ 
indeed the doétor no where fufficiently and clearly explains 
himfelf, whom he means by thofe, who belong to the body 
of Chrift. If he means fuchas believe in Chrift, but have 
never been baptized, nor had any thing adminiftred to them 
inftead of baptifm, this is contrary both to fcripture and 
antiquity; for fuch have not put on Chrift in any way, 
and therefore cannot belong to his body, as I have proved 
p- 17, 20. and, if he means fuch, as have received what 
they eal] baptifm, but is not truly fo, their frame and 
character, be it ever fo good, is no rule to the church; for 
fhe, in the admiffion of members, muft ftriftly keep, and 
inflexibly adhere to the word of God, which is her only 
acknowledged rule, and therefore fhe cannot give up Chrift’s 
own inftitution, from a charitable opinion towards them. 
Nor can it be lawful for the church to receive any perfons 
into her communion, who refufe obedience to Chrift in 
baptifm, which is his own appointed way of entrance into 
his church, unlefs the chriflian lawgiver had declared what 
qualifications fhould be fufficient without fuch obedience, 
and had given us an expre/s and particular injun€tion to re- 
ceive them \into the communion and fellowfhip of his 
church: which I prefume would have been a repealing and 
annulling his commiffion to baptize all nations in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, to all 
intents and purpofes. And therefore, tho’ the church is 
fully juftified in refufing to admit, yet fhe muft be = 
utely 
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lutély inexcufable, if fhe ‘comply with what*he hag ‘ni 

where commanded. For if the {¢riptures are to the ehntth 
@ perfect fule for faith, worfhip and practice, then * whiat- 
fOeVer is not therein wartatited by fome command or ex- 
ample récorded, is thereby plainly and clearly enough for- 
bidden to be done by her. So that what Dr. Foffer has 
here urged amounts te ho mdré than a mere begging: of tHe 
queftion in difpite, and is what neither {cripture nor'teafon 
will in any way juftify. ~ Apres | 

« And as there is nothing in the doéter’s difcourfé, 
which tends to encourage predo-baptifts, or’ others, to obs; 
our Lord Jefus in that folemn inftitution of baptifm, whit 
he in the name of God, and as invefted with bis fupreme au- 
thority, has enjoined upon all. who believe in him, anid pro- 
fefs to be his difciples and followers, but a great deal which 
rather tends to hinder and prevent fuch obedience ; and as 
there is nothing to induce any perfons to leave the p&do~ 
baptift communion, .to join ih that of the baptiff$, or true 
chriftian church, ‘if we were willing to admit them, unlef 
it be, as I before hinted, for ‘us to juftify their unferiptural 
practice in fprinkling infants, and to excofe their, refufing 
fubjection to Chriftin baptifm; {6 his fetmon tather tends, 
aind is better calculated, to-feduce truly baptifed chriftians to 
follow the miniftry,, and join the comatunion of thofe who 
make void this commandment of God by the traditions of 
men, And thus by leaving their own proper affemblies, 
into which they were ‘baptifed, and forfaking their own 
chriftian communion, lead them into the heinous’ fin of a- 
poftacy, and at laft put 2n entire end to the pure and un- 
corrupted churches of Chrift’; and caufe the ‘very ‘name of 
them to ceafe, to the un{peakable grief of our pious minifters 
and al] others who love the. truth and inftitutions of Chrift, 
our only lord and mafter, in fincerity. This is the fiatura! 
tendency, and moft likely in my opinion’ to” be the effe& 
and confequence of the,doGiot’s difcourfe on ¢atHolic'com- 
munion, if what he there argues to promote our rectiving 
unbaptifed perfons to our communion be at all regarded, 
or admitted by us for truth. And what thanks or reward 
he can expect for it ; or what comfort he can take in the 
refletion, I am not able to conceive.” 

His appendix contains an anfwer to a late piece in 
defence of infant baptifm. He charges the author of it 
with being ignorant of the nature of the Abrahamic cove-~ 
nant, and fays in oppofition to many of the pado-baptifts, 
that 
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that it appears from. the xvir,. chap. of Genefis, that. God 
made no covenant, with the infant feed of Abraham, and 
that. it is idle to fuppofe he took them into a peculiar holy 
_ covenant relation to him. . He, rails againft the inference 

his opponent draws of the lawfulvefs. of baptizing infants 
from Gods command to.circumcife them; *‘ for, fays he, 
the ordinance of baptifm, in the nature of it, cannot anfwer 
any of the.ends for which cireumcifion, which required 
no mora) qualifications in the. fubject, was very-fuitably 
_ adapted, when applied to infants; becaufe it was, as the 
_apoftle fays, @ feal of the righteoujnefs of of that faith which 
jaca had being uncir. cumcifed ; which faith of his, and 
the obedience refulting from it, recommended him. fo highly 
to the efteem and favour of God, that he was pleafed to 
appoint a vifible memorial thereof, in the fiefh of every male 
defcended from him. And the hile token or mark of this 
in their flefh, when;they came to adult age, fufficient to 
know and underftand the reafon of it, could not but put 
them in mind, of that frame and difpofition of foul which 
is moft acceptable to God; and fo might tend to excite in 
them a fuitable care to pleafe.and obey God, in hopes. of 
_his acceptance, and continuing them in pofleffion-of. the 
-promifed land, if not of their receiving from him fome- 
thing of the like favours and bleflings, “beftowed or. con- 
ferred upon Abraham, 

‘But, as-baptifm leaves not the keaft mark or token in the 
fleth, fo it isan.ordinance only fuited to the ftate of adult 
Pérfons, who are capable of the moral qualifications re- 
quired in fcripture of all the fubjects of it.” 

He concludes with examining the arguments his author 
_brings from antiquity, and charges him with great un- 
fairnefs in the repréfentation he has given of the fentiments 
of the ancients on baptifm. But we -fhall. trouble oar 
readers no. longer with an. account. of a_ performance, 
which is, through the whole .of it, tedious and infipid 
what it has of argument in it being clouded and loft in a. 
multiplicity of words and intricacy of ftile. 


a ‘™/ 





ART. XXIII. Philofophical Tranfactions, N® 491. 


HIS number confifts of eighty eight pages, befide the 

table of contents ; and is ornamented pi three 
plates. The articles it confifts of are no lefs than fixteen. 
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The firft contains fome obfervations on the weather, and 
on the inftruments employed to difcover its changes ; its 
author’ is Dr. Miles. The doétor agrees with the genera- 
lity of the world, at prefent, in allowing the thermometers 
made with quick-filver, to be better than any others; and 
obferves, that they are to be placed in the open air, but 
fhaded : he recommends it to the members of the fociety, 
to read what the eminent Dr. George Martine has publifhed 
on this fubjet ; in which we perfectly agree with him as to 
the neceffity of the information. He wifhes with Dr. Mar- 
tine, that all the thermometers in the world might here- 
after be conftruéted on one fcale; or at leaft, that no in- 
ftrumenct of this kind fhould be made without adjufting 
two determinate and fufficiently diftin&t degrees of heat 
and cold; fuch for inftance, as thofe of boiling water, and 
water juft beginning to freeze ; the intervening fpace to be 
divided into a convenient number of degrees ; by means of 
this, people would always underftand one another in their 
defcriptions of the degrees of heat and cold, which is by 
no means the cafe at prefent. 

The doétor concludes his paper with an account of a 
very great and very fudden variation of the temperature of 
the air, accurately taken by his own inftruments ; and con- 
cludes from it, that we have frequently had greater ex- 
treams of heat and cold by far, than have fallen under ob- 
fervation. | 

The fecond article @ontains an account of a calculous 
concretion under the tongue, of the bignefs of a nutmeg. 
We are told that it was a year and a half in forming, and 
that when it droped out the patient was eafy. 

The third article contains an account of certain glaffes of 
a new invention, for the conveniently preferving anatomi- 
cal preparations, and other bodies which are ufually kept in 
fpirits. Its author is Mr. Ze Cat, and the world is much 
indebted to him for the communication. It is a general 
complaint, that whatever care be taken in the clofing the 
veflels in which they are kept, the fpirit will evaporate 
continyally ; and that there is an endlefs trouble as well as 
expence in the fupplying it. ‘The ufual method is by tying 
a bladder over the top of the glafs, and painting over it; 
but this is not nearly fufficient. ~ 

The veffels Mr. Le Cat recommends, are cylindrick 
glafles, at the top of which there is quite round the orifice, 
a circular groove, or channel, of an inch or two in depth. 
The 





























The cover of the glafs has a double hook in its centre fr 
the fufpending the body firm, and at its edge has a border 
that is to be received into the groove of the veffel. The 
‘ groove is to be filled half way with quickfilver, and on the 
inferting the cover the quickfilver is raifed fo as to fill the 
whole groove, and the glafs becomes as it were herme- 
tically fealed, and all poffibility of evaporation is prevented. 
Oil will in fome degree fupply the place of quickfilver, but 
it is lefs able to prevent evaporation. 

’ The fourth article contains fome aftronomical obfervat'- 
ons made in Paraguay, in 1747, by Dr. Suarez, who re- 
fides there. 

The fifth gives an account of the folar eclipfes of Fuly 
14, and of the lunar one of ‘July 28, 1748, from Don 
Antonie de Ulla, at Madrid. A gentleman who was fome 
time fince in England. 

The fixth contains obfervations on the principal paint- 
ings found at Herculaneum, and in the pofleffion of the 
king of Naples; the author is Mr. Blondeau. 

It appears by this, that the paintings found in this fub- 
tetranean city are all done on ftucco, in water colours in 
frefco. 

They have been taken from the walls of an amphithe- 
atre, a temple, and fome houfes. ‘There are a great vari- 
ety of them, fome extremely fine and well preferved. 

One is a large piece feven foot by five. Its fubjeét The- 
jfeus after the deftruction of the A/inotaur, he is reprefented 
naked, with his club in his left hand, and by his fide a 
young woman with her right hand alfo on the club, look- 
ing earneftly on him; thete are alfo three children ca- 
refiing him ; the Adinotaur lies on its back dead at his feet. 
The Minotaur is a human body with a bull’s head. The 
piéture is not entire, but has been large, the remains of an 
arm with a trumpet are feen at the si 

Another ro feet by 7 reprefents 
isa woman of a majeftic appearance, a long knoted club 
in het feft hand, and refting herfelf on her right elbow, 
with her hand to her temple; a young fawn is leaning 
over her fhoulder with a mufical inftrument of twelve 
pipes in his hand; a man ftands before her, a robuft fine 
figure ; a little higher a Fame, and below a child fucking 
a doe. The man is fuppofed to be Hercules, the woman 
Pomona, but with no certainty. An eagle with its claw 
upon the globe, and a lion both as big asthe life are placed 
at the feet of the principal figure, 
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Another of 4 foot fquase, is of Chiron fitting and in- 
ftructing A;hilles on the harp. Achilles is reprefented as 
about twelve years old. It is efteemed as mafterly a piece 
as has been feen. 

Another of five feet by four reprefents a melancholy 
ftory, fuppofed to be that of Virginia, when Claudius 
wanted to accufe her falfely, in order to gratify his luft. 
There are feven figures in it; they feem principally the fa- 
mily of Virginia, only there is a beautiful Diana behind. 

Thefe four are fo capital, that the greateft mafters fay 
if Raphael were alive he would take leflons from them. 
They are furprizingly frefh, though they have been now 
buryed 1650 years. The men’s naked bodies have a good 
deal of rednefs, but the women are as foft as if done in oil. 
The two laft are fo finely finifhed, that it is upon the 
whole hard to fay whether they are done in water or oil. 
There are only two or three colours employed in them, yet 
the light and fhade are fo artfully managed, that the figures 
ftand quite out of the furface. The connoiffeurs call the 
third the fineift. 

Among the pi€tures very fine, but fomewhat inferior to 
thefeare, 1. A judgment of Paris. 2. A young Hercules 
tearing the ferpent to pieces. 3. An old man inftructing a 
boy. 4. A half length of ‘fapiter with thunder in his hand, 
a Cupid \ooking over his fhoulder, a rainbow and eagle, 
and a naked figure an Hermaphrodite. 5. A little piece 
fourteen inches fquare, with two female heads on it. 6. Two 
Graces, one naked to the middle, 7, and 8. Two Egypti- 
an facrifices, three foot fquare. 9. A prieft feen by the light 
of alamp. 10. Orpheus and Venus lying together chained 
by the legs, and kiffing ; a fervant holding a harp. 11. An 
old man fitting. 12. A half length of a young woman. 

13. An old Sil/enus with Bacchus in his arms, and other fi- 
gures. 14. A fleeping nymph. 15, and 16. Two fatyrs 
ravifhing nymphs. 17. A Roman lady in forrow. 18. A 
Flora defcending from heaven. 19. A general, with other 
figures. 20. Orpheus by the fea-fide, a Sea~-God on a dol- 
phin giving him a book, 2t. Ten fmall pieces of Roman 
ceremonies. 22. Eight fmall Cupids in different attitudes. 
23- A pheafant with other birds, a rabbit, &c. 24. Two 
naked figures with a Cupid between. 25. A warrior with 
a cup at his feet. 26. A large and fine piece of architeéture. 
27. A landfkape, with houfes, &c. and pheafants, we fup- 
pofe peafants fhould be faid, with their mules loaded. 28. 
A piece of architecture, the perfpective very fine, 
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A multitude of other pieces have been found, but not fo 
well preferved as thefe, and a great many other land{kapes 
and other ornaments for the walis of their houfes, which 
were painted moftly of a yellowifh colour, and divided into 
fquares and pannels, with the paintings in the middle, and 
a border round them. 

The feventh article contains an account of a new in- 
vented arithmetical inftrument, called a fchwan pan, or Chi- 
nefe account table. It much refembles the abacus of the 
antients. Its author Mr. Gamaliel Smethur/? worked feveral 
queftions in arithmetick upon it before the fociety. The 
inftrument is compofed of a number of wires, with beads 
upon them, and is at this time ufed by the Chine/e in their 
accounts. Mr. Smethurff has executed his on the plan of 
our 9 digits, and fays it in nothing falls fhort af the Chine/e, 
but in many things excels it. The feveral parts of the in- 
teger in coins among the Chinefe, are all decimated, fo that 
they can multiply and divide their integers and parts as if 
they were all integers. ‘Their inftrument is only calculated 
for this, and confequently could not be of ufe with us, as 
our coins are not divided in that manner ; but Mr. Sme- 
thurft has contrived to obviate this objeftion, and has fo 
conftruéted his, that it ferves for all purpofes. 

It has the advantage of the digits in this alfo, that the 
figures can be felt, and confequently blind people may ufe 
it ; and the method by it, when once attained, is much 
fwifter than in-the common way, and is lefs liable to mif- 
takes. It is alfo lefs burthenfome to the memory, as in 
this way it is not necefflary to carry the tens in the mind 
from one place to another, they being fet down. 

The eighth article contains a propofal for removing the 
real defeét in the lateral operation for the ftone. Its au- 
thor is Mr. ‘ohn Mudge of Plymouth, a furgeon, and a man 
of great credit in that part of the world. 

The great objection to the lateral operation, is the diffi- 
culty and hazard attending the extracting large ftones by 
it; fuch ufually tearing and lacerating the parts terribly ; 
tho’ two incifions have been madeto the bladder quite through 
the proftrate, and carryed on to the neck of the bladder. 

When the ftone. is laid hold of with the forceps, they 
form together a wedge, the confequence of the form of 
which is, that the force ufed by the perfon extracting the 
ftone is vaftly encreafed upon the bladder. If the diameter 
of the ftone be equal to a third part of the length of the 
chops of the forceps, a force of ten pounds applyed to them 
will be equal to thirty at the bladder; but when a man 
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ufes his utmoft force on this occafion, which muft be done 
when the ftone is large, and the wound fmall, the power 
is fo augmented as to be fufficient to tear the bladder to 
pieces. This: Mr. Mudge concludes to be the true caufe 
of the fymptoms under which people have died after this 
operation. 

It fometime happens, however, that even all this force 
is not fuficient. In this cafe there is no other method in 
ufe but te make ‘a fecond incifion upon the ftone itfelf, 
as it is held in the forceps, or to withdraw the forceps, 
and make the incifion on the bladder in the flaccid ftate it 
then lies in, without any guide at all. The manifeft dan- 
ger attending both thefe ways is fufficiently obvious. 

What Mr. Mudge propofes as a remedy for this defect in 
the operation, is the having a dire€tor for the knife in the 
bladder, than which nothing can be more fimple or eafy. 
If one limb of the forceps from the joint to its extremity be 
converted into a ftaff, by making a deep groove all along 
it, it will anfwer the end better than if it were poffible to 
have the ftaff itfelf all the time in the bladder; for when 
a large ftone is laid hold of, and the forceps in confequence 
are much opened, infomuch, that the extraction of the 
ftone is found impracticable with fafety, without a fecond 
incifion gn the parts upon the ftretch, the point of a 
narrow knife may then be flided on the groove of the for- 
ceps quite into the bladder, and it will divide the very part 
which needs it, and the re€tum which is otherwife almoft 
certainly wounded, is fafe from danger. 

The incifion in this cafe, Mr. AZudge obferves, would 
be eafily proportioned to the exigence of the cafe, or the 
fize of the ftone. He acknowledges, that it might be fub- 
ject to become fiftulous in this cafe, as it does now, but 
it could never be mortal. 

There are figures given of the forceps, and of the knife 
of Mr. Mudge’s contrivance: the latter has a gorget handle 
and a button point. 

The ninth article, contains an account of the locufts 
which did fuch vaft mifchief in Tranfylvania, in the year 
1747, and 1748, ‘The author isa gentleman who lives 


_ on the fpot. 


The {warms of thefe creatures came, he fays, into Tran- 
Sylvania from Walachia, and Moldavia, through the paffes 
Or openings between the mountains. They entered the 
pafs of the red tower in fuch a body, that they darkened 
the whole air; wherever they fettled they eat up every 
thing ; 
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thing; and \in Tranfylvania multitudes of the females laid 
their eggs; thefe were of the fhape of an oat, the young 
hatched from them were fmali and blackifh; they thence 
grew to the length of a finger, and became of a greenifh 
colour, and on the cafting of their next fkin their wings 
appeared ; as foon as their wings appeared they took flight, 
but before that time no vegetable was left upon the ground, 
They are alarmed at noife, and when on the wing, may 
be driven off the corn fields, and direéted toward barren 
lands, that way, where if they fettle they are eafily de- 
ftroyed. Our locufts. in England in the year 1748, were 
exactly the fame with thofe of Tranjylvania. 

The tenth, contains an account of fome joints of a 
Cornu Ammonis ; Mr. Baker giyesit : he owes to Dr, Miles 
of Tooting the occafion of his obfervations, that gentleman 
having fent the foffil to him. Friends as thefe gentlemen 
are, their friendfhip cannot ward off their feverities when 
a rivalfhip in fame is in the cafe. Mr. Baker, who had 
once before given the fociety to know, that this gentlemen 
did not know the difference between the head and the tail 
of a feed, which they both, as well as the fociety to whom 
they fhewed it, miftook for a water infe&; now retorts 
the word vertebre in his teeth in the fame manner. The 
doétor had unluckily ufed this term in his account of the 
fofil, and Mr. Baker puts the fociety in mind from it, 
that he feems to have fuppofed they were the joints of the 
back bone, or tail of fome animal; but he convinces them 
he is of a different opinion. 

It was with fome difficulty that Mr. Baker was perfuaded 
by thofe to whom he fhewed thefe bodies, before he ventured 
to declare his opinion of them to the royal fociety, that 
they were parts of Ammonitz; he has had the prudence, 
however, to aflert as much in his account, though he has not 
been ingenuous enough to own his former doubts about it. 
There is a figure of the feveral pieces arranged together into 
two feries, and of two of them feparate ; thefe let fome light 
into their nature, whatever be the cafe in regard to the 
defcription. 

They have evidently been joints of a teftaceous animal, 
once an inhabitant of the feas, though wholly unknown to 
us at prefent. They were found buried in the earth, and 
petrified; their figure is very fingular ; their articulation 
wonderful. They are but a part of one, or perhaps of two 
animals of this kind. _When entire the creature forms a 
figure much like that of a coiled f{nake. 
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The eleventh article contains an account of a difeafed 
body, the coats of the ftomach of which were converted 
into an almoft cartilaginous fubftance. Its author is Mr. 
Murdoch. ‘Vhe difeafed perfon was Mr. Smyth, a furgeon 
in Sudbury in Suffole. Mr. Smyth was hearty, vigorous, 
and but thirty fix years old; his courfe of living regular, 
but his bufinefs expofed him to great colds ; his firft com- 
plaint was a pain at his ftomach, which encreafed, and he 
at length threw up his food conftantly an hour or two after 
he had eaten it. Medicines gave him no relief, opiates 
and fpirituous liquors eafed him a little, but it lafted only a 
fhort time. He was advifed to go to the Bath, where he drank 
the waters and bathed. Some weeks before his death the 
fymptoms remitted, but he from this time wafted more 
faft, and died quite emaciated. On opening him the 
coats of his {tomach were found changed into an uniform 
white, inelaftick and almoft cartilaginous fubftance, four 
tenths of an inch in thicknefs: the ftomach was contracted 
fo as to hold only five or fix ounces. It is probable, that 
the free ufe of {pirituous liquors which the patient fell into 
before his death, had a great fhare in the alteration that 
was found in his ftomach. 

The twelfth article confifts of a catalogue of fifty dryed 
plants fent from the phyfick garden at Chelfea, to the royal 
fociety. “They make the whole number fent, to amount to 
1150. The apothecaries company received the ground on 
which the phyfick garden ftands, as a gift from Sir Hans 
S/an, on condition of their giving annually fifty plants to 
the royal fociety, otherwife it became forfeited: the for- 
feiture has been long fince incur’d, but the royal fociety 
feem no more in a humour to accept of the garden, than 
people in poffeffion are to keep it. ‘The plants enumerated 
in this place, were due to the fociety for the year 174€. 
If the order be kept up, fome time or other, there will be 
a very valuable Hortus ficcus in the focieties library: the 
principal objeétion to the lift given in from time to time, 
is, that for want of judgment in the collector of the plants, 
there are varieties fometimes given in the place of fpecies. 

The thirteenth article gives an account of a calculus, 
or ftone, formed between the glans and the prepuce of a 
boy’s penis. The account is given by Dr. Clarke. Weare 
told that the patient while an infant, was troubled with a 
fuppreffion of urine, and could not void any, till a pin had 
been introduced head foremoft to remove the ftcne; that 
the end of the penis was grown to the bignefs and ~—, 
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of a hen egg, and that in fine the ftone made its way out at 
the fide of the part, and the urine was afterwards voided at 
the aperture. 

Every thing feems right in this account, except the fi- 
tuation of the ftone ; for we are very apt to fufpect that it 
was not placed between the glans and Preputium, but in 
the Urethra. 

T he fourteenth article contains an account of a new»plant, 
not referable to any known genus, and called by Garcin 
its author, falvador, from the name of a very eminent 
botanift Mr. Salvador of Barcelona. The author tells us 
that it is of the clafs of the tetrandria, and of the firft 
order of that clafs or monogynia, according to Linnaeus. 
In the account given by the fame author of the henna or 
lawfonia, in a late number of thefe works, we had occafion 
to complain of him for not being fo well acquainted with 
Linnaeus as he ought ; we are glad to find authors profit by 
our admonitions, and with great joy acknowledge that 
Mr. Garcin now feems to underftand Linnzus in the clafs 
he quotes very fufficiently. The plant has not been de- 
fcribed by any of the botanical writers. It grows fome- 
times to the height of a tree, but more ufually it is but a 
bufh or low fhrub. It is a native of the north of Arabia, 
and of the fouth of Perfia. The leaves are two inches long 
and about aninch broad. The flowers are yellowifh, and 
have no petals. ‘The tafte of the leaves is pungent, their 
fmell may be perceived at three or four yards diftance. 
‘The natives ufe the leaves bruifed as an external remedy 
againft the bite of the fcorpion. 

The fifteenth article contains an account of the ftate of 
the Engli/h weights and meafures of capacity as eftablifhed 
by laws. Its author is Mr. Renardjfon. It is a valuable 
paper carefully and accurately compiled from good autho- 
rities. “The principal aim of it feems to be to prove that 
the prefent averdupoife weight is the legal and ancient 
ftandard for the weights and meafures of this kingdom. 

The magna charta fays, that there fhall be throughout 
the realm one meafure of wine, one of ale, and one of 
corn ; and that it fhould be of weights as of meafures. ‘This 
declaration has been repeated in many fubfequent laws, by 
feveral of which the treafurer is appointed to provide ftan= 
dards of bufhels, gallons, and weights of brafs, and to 

fend them into every part of the country. All the méa- 
fures ufed in the kingdom are to be made according to this 
I 4 ftandard. 
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flandard. The affize of which, as eftablifhed by laws, was 
this. 

The Englifh penny to weigh 22 grains of dry wheat, 
taken from the midft of the ear; the ounce to contain 
twenty pence, twelve ounces to make the pound, eight 
pounds to make a gallon of wine, eight gallons of wine to 
make a London bufhel, and eight of thefe bufhels to make 
the quarter. 

The firft malt act altered this: every bufhel was re- 
quired by this act to be 18 = inches wide, and 8 inches 
deep ; this was the legal Winchefter bufhel. The coal 
bufhel was eftablifhed at 19% inches wide, Here were 
two meafures eftablifhed by Jaw, both different from the 
original one. In this manner more innovations were made 
from time to time, till it became difficult to determine 
what was meant by the name of any meatfure. 

The law-makers in Henry VII’s time evidently took the 
troy weight for the ftanderd, and moft who have written 
fince have taken the fame method. The great difficulty 
was the being at any certainty what a pound was when it 
was to be raifed from the weight of a grain wheat, as 
the grains of wheat are of very different of weight in 
different years ; nay, and in the fame year, and even in the 
fame field. 

It is proved that a cubic veflel, whofe fides are equal to 
an Englifh foot, will contain a thoufand ounces averdupois 
of water. Weights and meafures deduced by a regular 
geometrical progreflion from fuch veflel, Mr. Reynard/on 
obferves, cannot but bear an exact analogy to each other ; 
and to weights and meafures raifed from a pound according 
to the words of our moft antient affize laws. 

This being confidered, and that the averdupoife weight 
is now in common ufe for determining the gravity of all 
heavy bodies ; that this weight now is, and immemoraily 
has been ufed for fetling the ancient duty of tonnage and 
poundage upon all goods and merchandife taken by weight ; 
(except fome few drugs which are charged by the ounce 
troy in the book of rates) and that there is not the leaft 
proof either in our ancient or modern Jaws to induce a 
belief that, this duty was ever generally taken by the troy 
weight, or that troy weights were ever in general and 
common ufe in this kingdom; it follows evidently that 
the weight mentioned in our old laws was the averdupois 
weight, 
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The Englifb averdupoife ounce is the fame with the 
Roman ounce, and was probably brought into the kingdom 
by them. The troy weight, ufed principally for filver and 
gold, feems to have been of Norman origin, and even to have 
had the name from Troyes in Champain. 

The laft article of this number is of the chirurgical kind ; 
its author is Mr. Le Cat, whom we have already mentioned, 
on occafion of his contrivance for ftoping his glaffes. In 
this he gives his fentiments on that deplorable eafe, the 
dry gangrene, and defcribes an inftrument newly invented 
by himfelf, for the extirpation of tumours, which are out 
of the reach of the furgeon’s fingers. 

In the cure of the dry gangrene it is well known that 
amputation is often ufed in vain. Remedies are feldom applied 
to, asdefpair of relief difcourages every body from them, Mr. 
Le Cat fufocétins that thefcaufe of the diforder is a want of a 
flow ¢ ue aiterial blood into the part, and with that of the 
fpirts : this, he fays, account for the deadnefs of the part, 
as well zs for the drynefs which always attends this kind 
of mortification ; whereas in the humid gangrene it is chiefl 
a return of the blood that is hindered, by which the fluids 
are accumulated and fwell and diftend the part. Two 
caufes fo oppofite, he obferves, muft require different cures : 
{carification muft be neceffary where there are humours 
pent up; but it can be of no good effect where the difeafe 
arifes from a want of them. 

Where the former is the cafe, the complaint is local, and 
therefore amputation of the limb may fave the body. In 
the dry gangrene this is not fo certain, or the ratio fo ob- 
vious. The general indication in thedry gangrene, he fays, 
is to foften to relax the veffels, to draw to them the fluids 
by topics, while all internal remedies are ufed to promote 
a free circulation. 

Bleeding, emollient cataplafms, and diaphoretick ptifans, 
Mr. Le Cat aflures us have effefted many cures for him in 
cafe. 

The other part of his paper is taken up with the ac- 
count of his new forceps ; he defcribes two pair of thefe, 
the one intended for the extirpation of tumors, which lye 
out of the reach of furgeon’s fingers ; the other for getting 
out ftones and other foreign bodies, lodged where the com- 
mon forceps cannot get at them. The inftruments are 
both good ones, and worthy to be brought into general ufe, 

but it is not eafy'to give an idea of them fufficiently ac- 
curatae by defcription. They are figured in the tran- 
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faétions, and it will be eafy for our inftrument-makers to 
make them from thofe figures. of 
awit” 
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Art. xxiv. The Antiquity, Evidence, and Certainty of 
Chriftianity canvaffed, on Dr. Middleton’s Examination 
of the Bifhop of London’s Difcourfes on Prophecy. By 
Anfelm Bayly, Z. ZL. B. Minor Canon of St. Paul's. 
Price ts. 6d. 
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N the introduction, which is drawn out to a confiderable 
length, our author makes an apology for his publifhing 
another anfwer to Dr. Middleton’s Examination, after it 
had received fo many by other hands *. He does not pre : 
tend to leffen the public’s efteem of others labours, his de- 
fign being only to ftate the matters of faé& relating to the 
prefent controverfy juft as they ftand in the bible, and to 
point out the mifreprefentations of them in an eafy and fa- 
miliar way. With this view he was induced to compofe 
the three difcourfes contained in this piece, which were de- 
livered at St. Pau/’s in the months of Sune and ‘Fuly 
1750. 

Thefe difcourfes have fuch a dependence and mutual con- 
nection, as well anfwers the author’s intention of pointing 
out the evidence, certainty, unity, and antiquity of the 
chriftian religion. In the firft he endeavours to prove, that 
the revelation made from God to the fathers was fufficiently 
clear, and diftinét. In the fecond, plain and exprefs re- 
ferences in the New Te/fament are adduced, to fhew that 
the Meffiah was prophecied of from Adam to Mofes, and 
that faith in a redeemer was ever the true and faving 
religion. Thethird is taken up in confidering the evi- 
dence of Chriftianity, properly fo called, and particularly 
that arifing from miracles and prophecy. 

In the difcourfes themfelves no regard is had to the me- 
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ik thod in which the Dr’s Examination is drawn up, but?its 
‘| miftakes are taken notice of, and obviated under fhofe 
1; heads, where they would moft naturally fall. However, 

1 to make amends for this, Mr. Bayly has prefixed a long 


introduction where his difcourfes are in a manner analyfed: 
Our defign will not permit us to enlarge fo much as we 
would incline, otherwife wecould point out a great many fo- 
lid and truly chriftian obfervations on the doétor’s book, in 
this introductory part. The doétor had faid, ‘¢ that any fingle 
pro- 

* See our Review, Vol, II. p. 386. and Vol. ILI. p. 16. /2g. 
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prophecy literally fulfilled is a ftrong proof of the authori- 
ty of the gofpel, though we had reafon to neglect the reft, 
as uncertain and precarious.” Here Mr. Bayly obferves, 
that we mutt be cautious how we admit, that any one of the 
prophecies applied by the apoftles are uncertain andjprecari- 
ous, for fear of confequences that mu# be obvious to every 
one: Divide & impera. However, as the chriftian religion 
is a very harmlefs inoffenfive religion, if cordially embraced, 
and men would do well, be friends to themfelves and fo- 
ciety, would they be prevailed upon to commence chrifti- 
ans indeed by any argument ; fo I have therefore no defire 
to diffuade any one from being induced to embrace chriftia- 
nity upon the evidence of any fingle prophecy literally ful- 
filled: But let fuch a one think this with himfelf at the 
fame time, that, if one prophecy literally fulfilled is a 
{trong proof of the authority of the gofpel, many prophe- 
cies literally fulfilled muft be ftronger proofs of its autho- 
rity. 

The firft difcourfe is founded upon J/aiah, xlv. 19. Thus 
faith the Lord :—TI have not fpoken in fecret, in a dark place 
of the earth: I faid not unto the feed of Facob, feck ye me in 
vain: I the Lord fpeak righteoufnefs, I declare things that 
are right. In handling of which our author endeavours to efta- 
blifh the three following propofitions. 1.’That man was 
taught the doctrine of a future ftate, and how to attain it 
before and after the fall. 2. That the patriarchs had an 
inftituted form of worfhip, the capital pa:t of which was 
facrifice. 3. That facrifice was a prefiguration of Chri/?, 
and“fo underftood by the patriarchs ; who therefore, and 
the ‘Zews under Mofes, were true believers, having refpeéct 
unto the promife, Chri/?, the redeemer of the world. 

He proves the firft propofition from the confideration of 
the intimate intercourfe which at firft fubfifted between 
man and his creator, and the threatning annexed to the 
eating the forbidden fruit, in the day thou eate/t thereof thou 
foalt furely die. After fuch a threatning, nothing could 
have prevented abfolute defpair, but an exprefs promife of 
merey from God himfelf; and that God was pleafed to 
do this, in the words, the feed of the woman fhall bruife 
the ferpent’s head, isa truth which has been firmly believed 
in all ages of the chriftian church. To explain away the 
hiftory of the creation and fall of man, to convert it 
into a mere moral fiction, apologue, fable, or allegory, 
is exceedingly rafh, not to fay worle, 
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** An allegory,” fays our author, ‘* is that in which, 
under. borrowed charaéters and allufions, is fhadowed fome 
real a¢tion, or moral inftruction ; or to keep more ftri@ly 
to its derivation (arr, alius, and ayogew, dico.) ’tis that, in 
which one thing is related, and another thing is underftood. 
Hence it is apparent, that an allegory muft have two fenfes, 
the literal and myftical ; and for that reafon, it muft con- 
vey its inftruétion under borrowed characters and allufions 
throughout : For that relation, in which any one perfon or 
thing is real, and fubje&t to no fecondary meaning or appli- 
cation, cannot be confidered as an allegory. It is there- 
fore incumbent upon thofe, who contend that the mofaic 
account of the creation and formation of things, of man’s 
trial, fall, and recovery, is an allegory, to prove that the 
perfons, things and actions are all imaginary, and to affign 
to each afilumed chara¢ter its proper meaning and intention: 
For Inftance, when it is faid that God created the heavens 
and earth, that now are, ina firft flate; and out of that, 
raifed this beautiful uniform fyftem of nature, they muft 
fhew, that we are not to reft in the literal meaning of the 
words God, heaven, and earth; but that hereby fome other 
perfons, things, and actions are pointed at or reprefented.” 

He argues in the fame manner concerning the creation 
of man, and the hiftory of the fall, With regard to this 
laft, he afks, could not the fame being that divided the 
light from the darknefs make to grow out of the ground 
two trees for a peculiar ufe, and give them names ex- 
preflive of that ufe? Might not life, or living, be pre- 
dicated of a tree with as much propriety as of waters and 
bread ? And might not the prohibition of eating of a tree 
be as much real and fignificant, as that of eating blood and 
certain animals ?—Indeed, the defign of thefe is fignified 
at their inftitution, which enables us to difcern their wifdom ; 
and had the purpofe of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil been exprefled, we fhould have been at no lofsto deter- 
mine the occafion of its name, the reafon and wifdom of 
its inftitution, and how eating of it was a capital fin. 

After illuftrating the other particulars of this hiftory from 
parallel paflages in the New Teflament, he comes to the fe- 
cond propofition, v7z. that the patriarchs had an inftituted 
worfhip. This he proves from the praétice of Cain and 
Abel, of Noah at his entrance into the ark, of ‘facob at 
Beerfbeba, &c. 

The third propofition, wiz. that facrifice was a prefigu- 
ration of Chrif?, and fo underftood by the patriarchs, is 
proved 
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proved from feveral texts in the New Teffament. But, 
previous to this, we fhall take notice of our author’s rea- 
foning concerning types and figures. He tells us, that the 
explaining and reprefenting things by thefe is the moft in- 
telligible method in the world, and levelled to all capacities : 
it is a method of inftruction much lefs liable to miftake 
than that of words; which as they are fubftituted for things, 
and bear no likenefs of the things fpoken, often occafion 
confufion : for words never convey a determinate fenfe, or 
idea, .unlefs they bring to the mind, or incite in us thefe 
impreffions, which external objects make on our fenfes. A 
writer may lay out the moft fanciful defcription of a walk 
or landfkip, that words or imaginationcan form, but the 
reader or hearer will have no conception of it, nor ever 
remember it, unlefs he fees what is fo defcribed, or can 
liken it to fome other he has feen.— This was the me- 
thod, call it hieroglyphical, typical, or what you will, 
which God took to inform mankind of his nature and at- 
tributes, his will, and the things of another world: he 
taught them fpiritual things and actions, by natural repre- 
fentations. ‘This was bringing things down to fenfe, and 
fixing their meaning, by prefenting them before the eyes ; 
fo that facrifice, by being daily offered, was a ftanding 
memento of a redeemer ; a moft inftructive pi@ure of the 
fufferings and benefits of a Meffiah, drawn more to the life 
than words could have reprefented. — Indeed, the whole 
feries of types under the patriarchal as well as mofaic dif- 
penfations, were material aCtions, and things contrived to 
convey fpiritual ideas, like baptifm and the Lord’s Supper 
with us: in like manner too with them, as with us, the 
figns and the things fignified bore the fame name. Now 
why fhould we think they did not underfland their types 
as well as we do our memorial ? 

Some of the texts alledged in proof of this propofition, 
are the following, wiz. That the law is fpiritual, having a 
foadow of good things to come ; that it is our fchoolmafter to 
bring us unto Chrif?. Alfo, 1 would, not brethren, that you 
fhould be ignorant how that all cur fathers were under a cloud, 
and all paffed through the fea; and were all baptifed unto 
Mofes in the cloud, &c. Now, fays our author, thefe 
inftances are as much a proof, that they enjoyed all means 
of inftru€tion and grace, and that they made a proper im- 
provement under them, as that fome did not, and were 
therefore punifhable for their unbelief. But this is more 
fully handled in the fecond difcourfe, from Heb, xi, 4. By 
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faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent facrifice than 


Cain. 

In this difcourfe our author undertakes to prove, that by 
faith here is meant, more than a belief of the exiftence of 
God, or his creation of the world, wiz. a belief in Chrift. 
This he branches out into three heads. 1. That Chrift was 
promifed, believed in, preached, and prophecied of from the 
fall to Mofes. 2. That Chrift and his apoftles appeal to 
fuch teftimony, in proof and fupport of chriftianity. 3. 
That the true religion, inftituted by God, has been one and 
the fame from the fall of 4dam, fubfifting ever upon the 
fame principles of faith. 

After what has been already faid in this and former ar- 

ticles on this fubje&t, we judge it proper to pafs over the firft 
and fecond of thefe heads; and fhall only take notice of 
what he fays on the third, wiz. the unity of the true reli- 
gion. This he proves from the unchangeable nature of God, 
I am JeHovan, I change not ; alfo from fcripture hiftory. 
The acceptance of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, &c. thews 
us what is the true religion, and that it was one from the 
fall of Adam. It is the conftant doétrine of the new tefta- 
ment, that Chrift was flain — the works were finifhed, — 
the kingdom was prepared from the foundation of the world, 
&¥c,—- That there is one body and one fpirit, one hope 
of our calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptifm, one God 
and father of all, and one mediator between God and man. 
—JIn fhort, there is not one doétrine inculcated with more 
conftancy in the fcriptures, and whofe truth ftands forth 
more full to obfervation, than, that the plan of falvation 
was laid prior to the production of our fyftem, revealed 
upon the fall, once univerfally known ; and that the true 
religion has been, and fhall to the end continue one and 
the fame, fubfifting ever upon the fame principles of faith. 
— What now remaineth, continues he, but that we ne- 
gleét not fo great a falvation, nor fall fhort of it through 
unbelief, trufting to nature and our own righteoufnefs. If 
God is to make us happy, it muft be in his own way, and 
not our own; and Chrift is the way, the truth, and the 
life. 
Out author has chofen for the fubje&t of his third dif- 
courfe, John xx. 31. But thefe are written, that ye might 
believe that ‘fefus is the Chrift, the fon of God; and that 
believing, ye might have life through bis name. 

In the preamble, it is obferved, that in fettling all de- 
bates, the ufual procefs is, to collect every cirucmftance to- 
gether, 
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gether, by examination of the feveral witnefles, to confider 
their agreement, and then determine the caufe as the whole 
evidence fhall direét: for dividing the evidence, and refting 
the trial upon any fingle part, can never bring a caufe toa 
fair iffue ; much lefs can refting it upon detached pieces of 
a divided part: this laft would be a proceeding calculated 
rather to fubvert, than direét the judgment. Thus in the 
- cafe before us, to put the trial of Jefus’s claim to the 
meffiahfhip on the fingle evidence of miracles, or prophecy, 
is furely to be guilty of partiality, if not injuftice; but 
with refpeét to prophecy in particular, to reft the autho- 
rity of the gofpel not on the whole of it, but on fingle and 
independent predictions, muft, in the nature of things, be 
charged with injuftice, if not with ill defigns. ‘This is the 
fubftance of the firft head of his difcourfe. 

Under the fecond head, prophecy is confidered as literal 
and typical, All circumftances that are relative to the 
Meffiah’s defcent, the time and place of his birth, or other- 
wife, which cannot carry any fecondary meaning or ap- 
plication, muft be placed in the clafs of literal prophecies ; 
and thofe which carry fecondary meanings, under that of 
typical, wherein the Jetter killeth and profiteth nothing, as 
being only natural figns and fymbols appointed by God to 
raife fpiritual ideas of {ome more excellent future things. 

Several inftances of literal prophecy are here confider- 
ed, and their accomplifhment in Chrift pointed out ; as 
Micha. v. 1. Ifa. lit. Ezek, xxxiv. 23, 24. Ferem. xxx. 
g. Hos. iii. 5. The application of thefe being eafy to 
every Chriftian reader, we pafs them over, and {hall pro- 
ceed to take fome notice of the typical prophecies. 

Thefe, according to eur author, are of two kinds, viz. 
hiftorical events, and ceremonies of the law. An eminent 
inftance of the firft kind is the freeing of the J/raelites from 
Egyptian flavery, and their introduction into the land of 
Canaan; which is a typical reprefentation of our deliver- 
ance from the captivity of fin and death, and introduction 
into heaven by Jefus Chrift. The ceremonies of the law, 
with an amazing exactnefs, prefigured the’ Meffiah’s fuffer- 
ings, their efficacy and benefits. Some feftivals, by the 
great outward folemnity with which they were obferved, 
naturally tended to raife forrow, and compunétion, to excite 
melting ideas of the real facrifice, and caufe the votaries 
look beyond them to the original, which they fo juftly re- 
prefented, e, gr. the paffover. Others again were calcu- 
lated 
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lated to raife hope, to heighten joy and exultation : of this 
kind were the feaft of tabernacles and the jubilee. 

From all which, our author draws this conclufion, that 
the gofpel ‘was preached before in the old teftament, and 
that it is a continued prophecy by words and things of the 
birth, life, and aétions, fufferings, death, burial, refur- 
re€tion, and afcenfion of the Meffiah ; whofe picture is 
drawn fo much to the life, that we need only view it with 
the hiftory of the new teftament, to know if the features 
of Jefus anfwer, and if he be the original. 

After this follow feveral reafons, why the prophecies ought 
not to be confidered independently and fingly ; but as we 
have been abundantly full on this head in former articles, 
we fhall put an end tothe prefent one, with the following re- 
fiections of our author. ‘¢ Confider now,” fays he, 
“* the great myftery of godlinefs ; the wonderful evidence, 
certainty, and gracious purpofes of that religion propofed to 
mankind in the bible! confider it under the patriarchal, 
mofaic, and gofpel difpenfations. In externals, indeed 
it differs, but not in effentials: here the three ftates meet 
and unite, which are one in nature and effence, though 
different in form: ceremonies made them not divide and 
be at enmity, perfect harmony fubfifted between them, 
and each united in propofing the fame object of belief, hope, 
and love. In fhort, God repeated the fame divine truths ; 
diverfified and illuftrated them in a variety of ftyles, and 
by the medium of material images, hiftories, and events, 
renewed thofe very promifes at fundry times, and divers 
manners, unto the fathers by the prophets, which he hath 
in thefe laft days fpoken and fulfilled unto us by his fon: 
and God by thus explaining his will, and adapting his in- 
ftructions, hath confulted the capacities, leifure; and im- 
provement of all mankind. Some parts of {cripture are fa- 
miliar, and lie palpably evident to the poor, even to babes 
in knowledge ; others again are fo fublime and elevated, 
that they are referved for the inveftigation and delight of 
the ftudious and diligent. ‘Thus the plan of divine mercy, 
which began with the firft man, and was continued on, is 
now carried into execution and recorded in writing to be 
ftanding evidence, complete and finifhed, capable of lead- 
ing the vulgar, the unthinking, the illiterate ; as well as 
of determining the ingenious, the inquifitive, the learned, 
without the continuance of miracles and infpired teachers.” 
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ARTICLE XXV., 


HE following letter was fent us by a gentlenian,- who 
is undoubtedly mafter of the fubje& it relates to; 
and therefore wé-chufe to oblige him by inferting it ; with- 
out, however, making ourfelves anfwerable for any thi 
it contains, If Mr. Simpfon thinks himfelf at all mifte- 
prefented therein, he will be welcome toa place in our 
work, for any anfwer he may chufe to make. His abilities 
as a mathematician, and his treatife on fluxions, publifhed 
fome years ago, were fo generally known, that we thought 
it unneceflary to give any account of his two volumes * on 
fluxions juft publifhed. But as the author of the enfuing re- 
marks has given himfelf the trouble of tranfmitting them to 
us, we give them to the world meerly as his, without in- 
terpofing our own fentiments at all on this fubject. ZL 


To the Autuors of the Review. 


Gentlemen, 


S a methodical criticifm on Mt. Simpjon’s late do€trine 

of fluxions would take up as much room as might fuf- 

fice for a competent treatife on the fubject, I fthall only offer 

you a few general obfervations thereon, from which fome 

tdea of that performance, and likewife of the writer’s abi- 

lities, with regard to method, conctfene/s, perfpicuity, accu- 
racy, and judgment, may be formed. 

The largenefs of the work, and the confufion with which 
many things are therein treated, require more time and pa 
tience to confider, than even judges can afford to lay out ; 
but to the /earner are infuperable difficulties to his improve- 
ment. 

I find, that thefe volumes contain the fubftanee of Mr. 
Simpfon’s firft book of fluxions, and his mathematical e/ays ; 
to which he has added feveral new problems, and fome 
things are copied out of late writers; but I can find little 
or nothing mew in them befides. 

The definition he gives of fluxions is very odd. . He fayss 
it is the ** magnitude. by which any flowing quantity would 
be uniformly increafed.” —- From which I make thefe ob- 
fervations : that in quantities uniformly generated, the fluxioy 
muft be the fluent itfelf, or elfea part of it. And in other 
quantities generated by any variable law, the fluxion, ac- 


* In 8vo. price 12s. Printed for Nour/e, 
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cording to him, will not be a real, but only an imaginary 
thing. Likewife his definition (in which he pretends to ex- 
clude velocity) cannot be made intelligible without intro- 
ducing velocity into it. =e 

Again, he miftakes the eff? for the caufe ; for the thing 

rated muft owe its exiftence to fomething, and this 
can only be the velocity of its motion; but it can never 
be the cau/e of itfelf, as his definition would erroneoufly 
fuggeft: and by the way, one would wonder how it comes 
to pafs, that after all the elaborate performances written 
on this head, our author fhould ftill ftick in the mud, and 
run himfelf into the old exploded method ufed by foreign- 
ers; and which is fubjeé to all the cavils that have ever 
been raifed againft that fcience; and which he muft ne- 
ceffarily incur, whilft he is endeavouring to avoid them. 

As to what he fays againft Sir //aac Newten’s ufing the 
word velocity, *tis mere idle ftuff, and deferves no anfwer ; 
and only proves, that the auth: r underftood nothing at all 
of what Sir J/aae was writing about. | 

And as to what he fays, in refpect ta the goodnefs of the 
method he has taken, and the improper method of fome 
other authors, he muft leave other people to judge of that. 

But it feems evidently more natural to lay down the prin- 
ciples firft, and then deduce the praéfice, than to run back- 
wards and forwards in the book, from ome to the other, 
without any order, or method. And it muft be exceed- 
ingly troublefome to bunt up and down, in a work of § or 
6 hundred pages, to find a rule, when placed at random. 

He farther fays, that there are numbers of forms of 
fiuxions laid down by authors, which, he dares pronounce 
** can never arife in any inquiry into nature :” but this is 
what he does not know, and therefore is a piece of vanity 
and immodefty in him. On the contrary, there are innume- 
rable forms of fluxions, arifing by inquiries into nature, 
that neither he, nor any one elfe has laid down. As to 
his afluming that title *, I fuppofe it was done to give 
his book a sharaéfer, and make it fell. 

In /eétion 1. of part Il. he lays down the proportions of 
the fluxions of the fides and angles of /pherical triangles ; 
but meddles not with plain ones. This is all taken from 


Mr. Cotes’s Eftimatio errorum, where it iselegantly demon- 


ftrated. 


* Do&rine and application of fluxions, being Mr. Emerfon’s 
In 


title te a treatise of bis ow this fubje. 
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In p. 293, this fluxionary equation is given, ¢x*x-++-y#== 
ay; and the flwent is found yor —e Xx*+-24ax+244 
x 


4-ddM «* 





* 

Here the author fays d 122 ferves to correct the fluent, 
which cannot, without it, becorrected in the ufual way, fo as 
to give x0, when y==0. But if the fluxion of this quan- 
tity, without the exponential, produces the fluxional equa- 
tion ; then, certainly, this quantity is not neceflary. For 
there are infinite numbers of cafes wherein x cannot be =a, 
when ye=0; but the refult will be according as the nature 
of the problem direéts. 

In the oth /ec?. there are feveral problems ‘that are very. 
ebfcure and intricate; particularly in p. 455. How comes 


ve or ; and from thence the fluxion to be transformed 
into that he gives us? 
In /eé. 11. are feveral problems which don’t at all be- 


long to — and the like in feveral other parts of the 
book, ams , 
. ; SIRS, ° 


Your humble Servant, 


Nov. 5. 1750. . CANTABRIGIENSIs. 
akies Sirrytby/on— 


A. 


ARTICLE XXVI. 


N our laft we have fome account of the Occonomy of Hu- 
if man Life. The quick fale of this piece has induced 
another of the like nature, quantity, and price, by way of 
fecond part ; of which previous notice was given in the pa+ 
pers fome days before its a€tual appearance. This notice 
was followed by an advertifement fignifying, that the author 
of the Oeconomy, <%c. hath not written any fecond part or 
appendix to the faid piece: and that no additions whatfoever 
are or will be made by him to it. But, notwithftanding 
this, the pretended fecond part hath fince been publithed, 
with a direét affertion in the title-page, that it came from 
the fame hand; and artful advertifements and commen- 
datory verfes have likewife been employed to intimate the 
fame thing ; which has obliged the author of the firft pam- 
phletto repeat his public difavowal of any additions whatever. 








But to perfons of difcernment this ftep will appear to have 
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been, in fome meafure, unneceflary ; as the difference both 
in dition, ftile, and fentiment, between the two per- 
formances, fufficiently prove their coming from different 
hands. ‘The firf had nothing wonderfully great or fhining 
in it, but thefecond has ftill a much fimaller fhare of merit ; 
and alfo comes fo much fhort of the other in the elegance of 
the impreffion, that perfons whoare nice in this particular, 
will not care to bind them together. 

One would have thought that the author of the fir/? of thefe 
pieces had exhaufted the plan, and by including all the great 
duties of religion and morality, had left little or nothing for 
another to fay ; yet has the author of the /econd, with much’ 
induftry, collected a great number of inferior heads and fub- 
jects, on all which he has fomething to fay, though but lit- 
tle that, in our opinion, it was worth his while to fay, or 
that many readers will think worth their attending to, There 
is one chapter, out of twenty which the book contains, that 
we fhall give by way of fpecimen. ‘This is the fecond of 
the fecond book; the fubjeét inconfiancy. In this chapter 
the reader will find as good and as bad things as any are in 
the whole book ; it is therefore the moft proper that could be 
fele&ted for our purpofe. We fhall give the chapter entire, 
and therewith conclude this article. 


INCONSTANCY. 


~Natiré urgeth thee to inconftancy, O man! therefore 
be thou at all times on thy guard againft it. | 

Thou art from the womb of thy mother various and 
wavering ; from the loins of thy father inheriteft thou inftabi- 
lity: How then fhalt thou be firm? 

Thofe who gave thee a body furnifhed thee with weak- 
nefs; but he who gave thee a foul, armed thee with refo- 
lution : Employ it and thou art wife ; be wife and thou art 
happy. 

Let him that doeth well beware how he boafteth of it ; 
for rarely is it of his own will. ‘ . 

Is it not the event of an impulfe from without ; born of 
uncertainty ; enforced by accident; dependant on fome- 
what elfe? To thefe then, and to accident is due the praife. 

Beware of irrefolution in the intent of thy aétions ; be- 
ware of inftability in the execution of them: So fhalt thou 
triumph over the two great weaknefles of thy nature. 

What is more reproach to reafon than to aét contra- 
rieties? What fhall fupprefs the tendencies to thefe, but 
frmnefs of mind? ) The 
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The inconftant feeleth that he changeth, but he knoweth 
not why; he feeth that he efcapeth from himfelf, but he- 
perceiveth not the reafon of it: Be thou incapable of change 
in that which is right, and men will rely upon thee. 

Eftablifh unto thyfelf principles of action, and fee that 
thou ever act according to them. 

Firft know that thy principles are juft, and then be thou 
inflexible in the path of them. | 

So fhall thy paffions have no rule over thee; fo fhall thy. 
conftancy enfure unto thee the good thou poflefleft, and 
drive from thy door misfortune: Anxiety and difappointment 
fhall not know the way unto thy gates. 

_ Sufpe& not evil in any one, until thou feeft it: When. 
thou feeft it forget it not. 

Whofo hath beenan enemy, cannot be a friend; for man 
mendeth not of his faults. 

How fhould his aétions be right; who hath no rule of 
life eftablifhed? Nothing can be juft which proceedeth not 
from reafon. , 

The inconftant hath no peace in his awn foul; neither 
can any be at eafe with whom he concerneth himfelf. 

His life is unequal; his motions are irregular; his foul 
changeth with the weather. 

To-day he loveth thee; to-morrow thou art detefted 
by him: And. why? himfelf knoweth not wherefore he 
loved, nor wherefore he now hateth. 

To day he is the tyrant over thee; to morrow thy fer- 
vant is lefs humble: And why ? he who is arrogant without 
power, will be alfo fervile where there is no fubje€tion. 

To-day is profufe ; to-morrow he grudgeth unto his mouth 
that which it fhould eat: Muft it not be thus with him who 
knoweth not moderation ? 

Who fhall fay of the camelion, he is black, when the 
moment after the verdure of the grafs overfpieadeth him ? 

Who fhall fay of the inconftant he is joyful, when his next 
breath fhall be fpent in fighing ? , 

What is the life of fuch a man but the phantom of a 
dream ? In the morning he rifeth happy, at noon he is on 
the rack ; this hour he is a god, the next below a worm; 
at one moment he laugheth, at the next he weepeth ; he 
now willeth, in an inftant he willeth not; and in another 
he knoweth not whether he willeth or no. 

Yet neither eafe nor pain have fixed themfelves on him ; 
neither ishe waxed greater, or become lefs; neither hath he 
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had caufe for laughter, orreafon for his forrow ; therefore 
fhall nore of them abide with him. 

The happinefs of the inconftant is a palace built on the 
furface of the fand, the blowing of the wind robbeth it of 
that whereon it was erected ; what wonder then that it fal- 
leth? 

*.* But what exalted form is this, that hitherward direéts 
its even, its uninterrupted courfe ; whofe foot ison the earth, 
whofe head is above the clouds? 

On his brow fitteth majefty ; fteadinefs is in his port ; and 
in his heart reigneth tranquillity. 

Though obftacles appear in the way, he deigneth not to 
look down upon them ;_ tho’ heaven and earth oppofe his paf- 
fage, he proceedeth. 

The mountains fink beneath his tread ; the waters of the 
ocean aredried up under the fole of his-foot. 

The tiger throweth herfelf acrofs his way in vain; the 
fpots of the leopard glow againft him unregarded. 

He marcheth through the embattled legions, and with 
his hand he putteth afide the terrors of death. 

Storms roar againft his fhoulders, but are not able te 
fhake them ; the thunder belloweth about his head in vain, 
the lightning feemeth but to fhew the glories of his counte- 
nance, 

His name is Refolution ! he cometh from the utmoft part 
of the earth ; he feeth happinefs afar off before him, his eye 
difcovereth her temple beyond the limits of the pole. 

He walketh up to it, he entereth boldly, and be remaineth 
there for ever. 

Eftablifh thy heart, O man! in that which is right, 
and there know the greateft of human praife is to be immu- 
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ArT. xxvit. The Occonomy of a Winter's Day. Price 6 d. 
Printed for R. Griffiths, in, $t. Pgul’s Church-yard. 


Pages 24. % By ~ 


HIS little piece feems to have been intended as a kind 

of burlefque on the Oeconomy of Human Life; and is 
printed in the fame fize and manner. ‘The laft mentioned 
piece was very gravely and foberly moral ; the Occonomy of a 
Winter’ s Day is fatirically, and in fome parts even ludicroufly 
fo. Ina word, the author’s defign was only to divert and 
draw a laugh from the reader, by the folemnity of the man- 
ner 
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ner in which he has treated the moft familiar fubjects: Yet 
the piece is not throughout of this caft. He has fome 
ftrokes of a more ferious nature; fome fevere lafhes on the 
vices of the great, and precepts refpeCting temperance of 
life, and the prefervation of health. In feveral paflages one 
may difcover marks of a genius for better things than the 
author has here given us, in a performance that has neither 
regularity nor confiftence ; nor can any excufe ferve for his 
turning it fo loofely out of his hands, unlefs it be that he 
wrote it meerly for a maggot, and was not above fifty mi- 
nutes about it: For that was certainly time fufficient for any 
thing fo unfinifhed, and fo {mall in quantity: there is 
really fo little of it, that had it been printed for three pence 
it had not wanted for price : But this was probably one part 
of the author’s fatirical aim at the Oeconomy of Human Life, 
the price of which the proprietor has had the modefty to re- 
duce to lefs than half in a fecond edition, which is fold for 
one fhilling bound *. 

Two or three from different parts of this fmall 
tract will ferve to juftify our character of it. 


Morning, p. 6. 


“ After fafting fo long as the whole night, even from 
fupper until thy uprifing, very meet it is that thou fhouldft 
break thy faft. Let thy tea-equipage then be fet in trim 
array. Let thy toaft and butter be kept warm until thy tea 
be poured forth ; they were made to gotogether. I approve 
not coffee, for the fame is drying, and preyeth upon the 
nerves ; | approve not checolate, for that is heavy and undigeft. 
Among the various tribes of tea, the unadulterate hyffon 
challengeth thy preference.” 

P. 8. ** Calculate thy expences of the day, and allot for 
contingencies. Confider that one Britifh fhilling containeth 
farthings forty and eight: Avoid then profufion ; he that 
benefiteth by thy extravagance laugheth at thee.” 

P.10. ** Shun as thou woud’ ft a peft-houfe the tables of the 
great; Lo their cates are poifon-traps; a good tafte dif- 
owneth them, and true happinefs hath faid unto them, J 


* This edition, however, of the Oeconomy, &c. is fuch a one 
as perhaps no gentleman will prefer to the firf at 2s. The /econd is 
printed cheap, for the ufe of young perfons and children, in the 
{mall fize and ordinary binding of mother Goofe’s tales, the child’s 
play thing, Gc. 
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know ye not. Leave lords to lords, like to like; fo fhalf 
thoy not be defiled with their fooleries.” 

“* But, if for thy fins, thou art ever compelled to fpoil a 
meal with them, behold with compaffion and filent difdain 
their folemn facrifices to pride and nonfenfe. Behold the 
fide-board, glittering with heaps of plate, even like unto a 
may-garland in the great city: On this the mafter vaun- 
teth,- and faith unto himfel, Ha! am not I a great 
man! Alas for thee! thou wretch, knoweft thou not 
how dear it cofteth thee, even thyfelf the putchafe? And 
that thy grace in the fame is nothing greater than that 
of the wanton who glorieth in the pearl necklace acquired 
at the expence of a proftitution, peradventure lefs fcandalous 
than thine.” 

P. 15. * If a play-houfe delighteth thee, laugh thou at 
the puritan whofe four fermenting zea! would deter thee from 
yeforting thither in queft of amufement.. His own black 
heart it is that maketh him fee a profanation in every. thing 
that breatheth not a gloom likeuntohisown. The bloated 
{fpider replenifheth his poifon-bag from the produce of ‘the 
garden: Albeit from thence the bee culleth her fweets.”’ 

P. 18. ** Happy thou of human race, whofe evenings the 
eonverfe of a deferving fair one fhall {weetly beguile. The 
fame is rich amends for the dull duties of the day. Her 
beauty fhall enfure thy conftancy, and her goad fenfe cap- 
tivate thine. Her virtue is under thy protection: Ah! lay 
not fnares for her innocence. Thou canft not injure her 
faith in thee, but at the expence of what thou fhouldft hold 
dearer than thy life, even thine own honour,” 

P. 23. ** The hour of fupper approacheth ; it cannot be 
teo moderate, too light, too digeftible. Remember that 
temperance is truly the luxury of life ; as it is alfo the tenure 
of thy health, and the preferver even of the powers and fa- 
culties in which fex/uality keepeth her court.” 7 

The concluding verfe or paragraph is admirably turned, 
and adapted to the latter part efpecially of the work. 

** Behold-the flambeaw of experience held out to thee: Art 
thou too proud to light thy lamp at it ? The confequences be 
onthy own head. Here endeth the fyftem of the “ay,” 
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ART. xxvitt. A new Treatife on the Difeafes of Horfes. By 
William Gibfon, Surgeon. Quarto, Pages 464. Ii- 
luftrated with 32 Copper Plates. Price one Guinea bound. 
Priated for A. Millar. 


E W branches of natural knowledge are more worthy 

the ftudy of a gentleman, than that of this noble and 
ufeful animal; any improvements in which cannot. but 
afford great fatisfaction to all who duly value fo fine a crea- 
‘ture. 

The knowledge of the difeafes,of a horfe, and their cure, 
has been but too long confined tocommon farriers: meer black- 
{miths, with learning fufficient indeed for the hammer and 
anvil ;: but with no more {kill in the anatomy of this animal 
than butcher’s have in that of an ox; both alike deriving 
their knowledge from the fame fource, the multitudes them- 
felves have flaughter’d. 

Our author * and Dr. Bracken are number’d among the 
-chief of thofe who have fuccefsfully contributed to refcue 
thefe poor animals from, fuch barbarous hands; and to affilt 
gentlemen in judging for themfelves, in cafes wherein every 
perfon of a’ fuperior education, with any tolerable fhare of 
experience, may at leaft put himfelf on a footing with our 
ordinary horfe-doétors. 

As tothe real merit, in all its extent, of this new trea 
.tife, and how far the author has furpaffed either his own for- 
mer treatifes, or thofe of others on the fame fubject, or 
what new difcoveries he has made; we are not fufficiently 
fkill’d in this fpecies of knowledge, to pretend to judge. 
Perfons fo little acquainted with horfes, their difeafes and 
cures, their diet and management, both in ficknefs and 
health, as we are, cannot take upon them to exhibit a fair 
and proper character of fucha work. All that we therefore 
fhall attempt, is to give the beft idea of it that we can, by 
a few extracts. And even thefe we fhall take from only fuch 

parts of the book as will furnifh the moft general entertaio- 
ment; which we think ourfelves obliged to, for the fake of the 
greaterpart of our readers, who probably underftand as little of 
horfes as ourfelves. And let it be here likewife acknowledged, 


_™* Mr. Gib/on's abilities this way have been many years pub- 
and known on this fubject. See his Farrier’s Guide, and other 
WOFkKS. 
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that we are perfuaded we fhall, from hence, be led to pafs 


over the moft valuable articles: Perhaps thofe very things, 
for the fake of which only, the connoifieurs this way may 
be induced to purchafe the book. 

Mr. Gibjon has divided his book into three parts, each 
of which is again fubdivided into chapters. In the xft part, 
we have a defcription of the properties peculiar to the diffe- 
rent kinds of horfes; wiz. their age, fhape, beauty, and 
goodnefs ; alfo their faults and imperfections, as well thofe 
that are natural, as thofe that are acquired by habit, or are 
caufed by imperfeé cures, or other ill management. | 

The 2d part contains an epitome, or abridgment of 
anatomy, wherein all the parts of a horfe are defcribed in an 
eafy and inftructive manner, for the benefit of thofe who 
have not feen diffections, or attended leétures of anatomy. 
In this part the author aflures us, that he has ftudied all pof- 
fible brevity, and, at the fame time, has omitted nothing 
that may give the reader a clear notion of the animal 
ceconomy, with the difeafes and accidents to which it is 
expofed ; which he has illuftrated in feveral places, from 
obfervations on horfes he has feen opened, as a proper 
foundation for underftanding their difeafes, 

The 3d part contains an account of the feveral maladies 
and difeafes incident to horfes, with their figns, caufes, 
and methods of cure. ‘This he has introduced witha dif- 
courfe concerning their diet, and the different manner of 
feeding them, whether in the houfe or at grafs; and the 
accidents to which they are expofed by miftakes of this kind. 
He has alfo given feveral cautions concerning exercife ; di- 
rections for bleeding ; the cafes that require purging ; the 
proper time and manner; with advice concerning you 
horfes that have been kept up, and pamper’d for fale, and 
thereby render’d unfit for prefent ufe. Alfo fome rules to 
preferve health, and prevent thofe accidents that caufe fick- 
nefs, or produce fuch ill-habits of body as often render 
horfes unferviceable. 

In treating the difeafes Mr. Gib/on has rarely confulted any 
author, for which he gives this reafon, that he has obferved 
the writers on the fubje& of farriery for the moft part 
to be either defeétive or trifling, either from their want of 


judgment or fufficient experience. <‘ And therefore, fays 


he, in his preface, I have defcribed the diftempers of horfes 
chiefly as they have occurred to me in many years practice, 
not only among gentlemen’s horfes, where I have had great 
variety of extraordinary cafes, but, among fome — 
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‘ef troop-horfes, which were conftantly under my care: In 
all which I have advanced nothing but what will be found a- 
ble to the rules of praétice, and what I have had confirmed 
y frequent experience ; wherein I have ftudied the utmoft 
brevity, by avoiding all unneceflary digreflions, and tedious 
difquifitions, which might only have the effe& to puzzle 
thofe who are not, in fome meafure, verfed in the know 
of the feveral branches of phyfic: And therefore I have 
defcribed each diftemper, whether fimple or complicated, 
by relating the true caufes with the fymptoms, as they 
fhew themfelves by their various degrees and appearances ; 
and have clearly diftipguifhed in all cafes where the fame 
common fymptoms are found in different difeafes, by other 
diagnoftics and figns that are peculiar, and point out the 
difeafe immediately treated of ; by which any common 
underftanding may be able to proceed in the cure of moft 
diftempers with much. greater certainty than by any helps 
of this kind that have been yet offered to the public.” 

The author has alfo taken notice of the incurable cafes 
of horfes ; and likewife thofe where the cure may be both 
uncertain, and at the fame time fo tedious as to exceed the 
value of the horfe. Thefe he has fo defcribed as may convince 
ignorant farriers, and prevent their undertaking ‘imboffibi- 
lities ; and that the owners of incurable horfes may not 
be impofed on by fuch perfons, nor keep horfes to be only 
an ufelefs and tirefome expence. 

Extra&t of chap, 3. part I. Of the faults and defeéis 
that ought chiefly to be avoided in the buying of horfes. 

The part of this chapter which we fhall take notice of, 
is but 1, and relates only to the femper of a horfe: 
which ought very much to be regarded, becaufe, as Mr. 
Gibfon obferves, if his temper be good, it very much en- 
hances his value, whereas if’ it be vicious, it expofes him 
(as well as his rider) to many accidents. 

** A fullen ill-condition’d horfe, fays our author, en- 
dangers every one that comes near him ; and very often 
will not {pare his beft friends. Some are only enemies to 
men, but with other horfes traGtable and quiet. Thefe 
have not always the moft true courage, as I have often 
obferved. ‘They are continually in motion when any one 
approaches them, expecting to be drubbed, and are therefore 
in a conftant ftate of enmity and defence. Others are quiet 
and tractable to men, and yet are fo mifchievous to other 
horfes, that they will fcarce fuffer any one to come within 
their reach, Many of this fort have true metal and courage, 
but 
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but expofe both themfelves and other horfes to kicks and. 
bruifes, which prove troublefome, and fometimes expenfive 
to the owner; whereas a horfe of the trueft courage is 
actually the beft temper’d, loving to his mafter and keeper, 
and never fhows his metal compleatly, but when he is urged 
on by fome noble incentive, viz. in a Chace or running 
match, where there are competitors; or when he carries 
a good horfeman, he will then difcover a fort of compla- 
cency, and feem to act every way in concert with his 
rider. 

‘«< Some horfes.are exceeding fly and fubtile, will fhew. 
but little of their temper when they are cautioufly handled, 
and yet will fteal every opportunity to do mifchief. A 
vicious horfe generally Jays his ears clofe to his poll, * tho’, 
this is not always a fure prefage of vice, for fome very, 
harmlefs creatures lay back their ears merely out.of tick- 
lifhnefs, or from a playful difpofition, but at the fame time 
will Jook pleafant with his eyes, and with his; mouth catch 
hold of the crib ; whereas a vicious horfe, at the fame time 
that he lays back his ears, will fhew the white of his eyes, 
and look fuller and dogged. Some vicious horfes have a plain 
manifeft frown, which they difcover at.all times, and give 
their countenance fuch an angry afpect, as will eafilyenough 
be difcovered by thofe who have been ufed to horfes : fuch 
always ftand as it were in a pofture of defence, having their 
heads raifed and lofty, and one of their hind legs advanced 
forwards, refting upon ‘the toe, ready .to: lafh out at the 
firft perfon that offers to come near them: And this may be 
further obferved of a vicious horfe, that he never will give 
a pleafant look even to the perfon that feeds him. Fear 
is another ingredient in a horfe’s temper, that muft ver 
much leffen his value. A fearful horfe both endangers 
himfelf and his rider, more than a vicious one that has 
courage. Almoft every day affords us inftances of people 
being hurt, and fometimes killed by fearful ftartling hories, 
and many fuch horfes are entirely {poil’d and ruined by the 
accidents their fear expofes them to. Befides, fear in a 
horfe is hardly ever to be overcome until he grows very 
old and ufelefs, or when he happens to be continually har- 
rafled with travelling in the conftant view of all manner 
of objects, and even then any thing new and uncommon 
will ftill revive his natural temper and difpofition. A fear- 


* That part of the head which is the moft backward, where 
ful 


it joins to the neck. 
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ful horfe may be often known at firft fight by his -ftart- 
ling, crouching and creeping. 

«¢ A horfe’ that is very hot and fretful, is no lefs to be 
avoided. But here I would diftinguifh between an eager 
craving horfe, that ftrives to be the firft in the chace, the 
foremoft in the field, and one that goes always upon the 
fret,: which is properly what I mean here by a hot horfe. 
The one goes out calmly, and never fhews his metal till a 
proper opportunity offers. He has thofe qualities that re- 
femble prudence and courage, the other intemperate heat 
and rafhnefs. A hot horfe begins to fret the moment 
he comes out of the ftable, and continues in that humour 
till he has quite fatigu’d himfelf, which for the moft part 
foon happens. Such horfes are not able to endure much 
hardfhip, being generally but poor feeders, and when they 
come to go a journey they foon lofe their flefh, have a 
carrion-like look, and feldom perform it without intervals 
of reft. They rarely laft long, for. this temper expofes 
them to many accidents and difeafes.” 

Mr. Gib/on has alfo fome obfervations on the dull, heavy, 
flegmatic horfe, and the crib-biter, or the horfe that is ad- 
diéted to an evil and incurable habit of gnawing his man- 
ger, and at the fame time fucking in the air, in fuch quan- 
tities as to be almoft ready to burft. His next chapter 
treats of the fhape and makeof a horfe, and how his parts 
fhould be framed, in order to appear comely and beautiful ; 
with fome obfervations on the colour and marks of horfes. 

“¢ In order, fays the author, to have a horfe beautiful and 
finely made, it has been agreed on all hands, that his 
head fhould not be too long nor tooJarge, rather Jean than 
fiefhy. His ears thin and narrow, and of a becoming 
length, well fet on, and pointing inwards. His brow and 
forehead not too broad and flat. His nofe fomewhat ri- 
fing, and of a good turn, his noftrils wide and thin, his 
muzzle fmall, his moutf neither deep nor too fhallow ; with 
a ftar or {nip down his* forehead, or a blaze, which is 
noways unbecoming, unlefs it be too large and difpropor- 
tion’d. Horfes that are thus marked, have generally one 
or more of their feet white, which is alfo very beautiful, 
and looks lively. His jaws fhould be thin and fufficiently 
wide, not approaching too near together, nor too high 
upward toward the onfet, that he may have fuffcient room 
to carry his head eafy and in good place. His eyes well 
form’d, fprightly, and of a middle fize. His neck fhould 
be arched towards the middle, rifing by a beautiful gradation 
out 
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out of his breaft and fhoulders, the mufcles thereof diftinét, 
but no where overcharged with flefh, growing {maller and 
thinner as it approaches towards his head. His fhoulders 
fhould be thin from the withers, with a gradual enlargement 
downwards, that his bofom or breaft be not too narrow nor 
too grofs. His fore-legs ftreight and well placed: his 
joints lean and bony: his knees not bending, and his 
pafterns not too long: his feet round and fmooth, and 
his finews firm and well-braced: his carcafe rather round 
than flat: his back not too low, and for ftrength and 
durablenefs pretty even and ftreight: his ribs rather home 
than open, ‘as they approach towards his haunches: his 
breech round, and the mufcles not too flefhy but diftin& : 
his hocks or gambrels neither ftanding too wide, nor too 
near together: his hocks fhould be lean, and no ways 
puffed or flefhy: his legs. flat and thin, and his tail 
fet on in a good place, rather high than'low, rifing up- 
on every motion of his body. ‘The more thefe p i 
concur in any horfe, the more beautiful he muft be, efpe- 
cially when they correfpond and agree in due proportion 
one to another ; and the more a horfe is wanting in thefe, 
the more plain and ordinary he will appear.” 

The greateft part of this chapter is taken up in defcribing 
the marks and colours of horfes ; but thefe we fhall not 
trouble our readers with. The fecond part, containing 
the anatomy of this animal, is very copious‘and full, and 
illuftrated with plates, that feem to be very well done. It 
is a pity Mr. Gibfon * was not as well fkilled in the art 
of writing, or expreffing his ideas in proper language, as he 
is in the fubjeét he has here undertaken to treat of: but in 
truth, the firft part, from which we have taken the foregoing 
extracts, feems, in our opinion, to be much inferior to 
the anatomical part; which is, however of a nature hard- 
ly capable of an extract, or, if capable, not proper for our 
work. . 

Among the variety of cafes given by our author in his 
third part, which treats of the difeafes of horfes, it may not 
be improper to cite one as a fpecimen: and this we fhall 
take from his chapter on convulfions, particularly convulfi- 
ons from the ftomach. 

‘“¢ Of this kind is that deplorable diftemper, fo well 
known, but little underftood, which locks up the jaws of a 
horfe fo clofe, that it is almoft impoffible to force them 
by any means whatever, either to receive food or phyfick. 

* He died a hort time before his book was publithed. 
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With our Englifh farriers it goes under the general name 
of convulfions ; and indeed it foon turns to afi univerfal 
cramp or convulfion, that feizes all the mufcles of the 
mf As foon as a horfe is feized in this manner, his head 
is raifed with his nofe towards his rack, his ears pricked 
up, and his tail cock’d, looking with an eagernefs, as an 
hungry horfe when hay is put down to him, or like an 
high fpirited one when put upen his metal; infomuch, 
that thofe who are ftrangers to fuch things, when-they fee 
a horfe ftand in this manner, will fcarce believe any thing 
of confequence ailshim; and I have feen fuch perfons great- 
ly furprized when they have been told of the danger ; but 
they are focn convinced, when they fee other fymptoms 
come on apace; that his neck grows ftiff, cramped, and 
almoft immoveable; and if a horfe in this condition lives a 
few days, feveral knots and ganglions will rife on the ten- 
dinous parts thereof; and all the mufcles both before and 
behind, will be fo pulled and cramped, and ftretched, that 
he looks as if he was nailed to the pavement, with his 
legs ftiff, wide, and ftraddling ; his fkin drawn fo tight on 
all parts of his body, that it is almoft impoffible to move 
it; and if trial be made to make him walk, he is ready to 
fall at every ftep, unlefs he be carefully fupported ; his eyes 
are fo fixed with the inaction of the mufcles, as gives him 
a deadnefs in his looks. He fnorts and fneezes often, pants 
continually with fhortnefs of breath ; and this fymptom in- 
creafes, till he drops down dead, which generally happens 
in a few days, unlefs fome very fudden and effeftual turn 
can be given to the diftemper.” 

Thus far Mr. Gibfon’s account of the fymptoms in ge- 
neral of this diforder. The caufes of it, he tells us, ** are, 
for the moft part, from vermin in the ftomach, called bots, 
which being bred there, from eggs, generally come to their 
maturity in the months of April, May, or une, this be- 
ing the feafon wherein this diftemper chiefly prevails among 
young horfes; and when it happens at any other time of 
the year, or to horfes above fix years old, that have been 


in bufinefs, it is then for the moft part owing to other | 


caufes, as impoftumations, ulcers in the midriff, or fome 
other of the principal vifcera : but thefe inftances are not fo 
frequent as thofe from vermin in the ftomach, and even 
the latter are not fo frequent fome feafons as others.” 

The author’s defeription of thefe bots deferves particular 
notice ; ** they appear, fays he, to be no other than large 
maggots, 
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maggots, with fharp prickly feet on both fides of their bel: 
lies, Thole in the ftreight gut are commonly of a ‘yel- 
Yowifh colour, and are no ways dangerous, but in the 
ftomach they are generally of a larger fize, and more in~ 
clined to the orange, but without any fpecific difference. 
The eggs from whence thefe bots are produced, are dif- 
perfed in clufters all round the lower orifice of the ftomach, 
where it is thickeft, and where probably, the mufcular 
action is moft languid, that part being as it were con- 
ftantly diftended by the weight of the aliment. They 
are laid under the inner coat, or thin membrane of the 
ftomach,: which covers them all over, as the eggs of thofe’ 
vermin that blight the trees in the fpring, are covered over 
with a fine filamentous membrane ; and as thefe deftroy 
the young tender leaf, and curl it up into folds, fo thofe’ 
when they come to form and life, burft through the 
inner coat of the ftomach, with their tail ftreight out- 
wards, and their trunks fixed fo into the mufcular or 
fiefhy coat, that it fometimes requires a good pull to dif- 
charge them. From the blood of this mufcular coat, ‘they 
draw their nourifhment, which they fuck like fo many 
leeches, every one ulcerating and purfing up that part where 
it fixes, like a honey-comb. I have feen in the fame 
ftomach, part of the eggs covered over with the inner mem- 
brane, and thofe of various fizes, fome no larger thar 
a millet-feed, others about the fize of peas, and fome larger, 
ftretching out the inner coat, and juft burfting through it; 
others in full life, and in thick clufters, fucking blood from 
the mufcular coat. By this gradation the fymptoms fud- 
denly increafe, and often make fuch a quick havock in the 
ftomach, as renders the diftemper incurable.” 

' Among other extriordinary cures of this difeafe, per- 
formed by our author, and recited by him in this chapter, 
we fhall fele&t the following one. 

A young troop-horfe was fuddenly feized with this kind 
of convulfion, which was firft difcovered as he was leading 
out to water at the afternoon’s watering time. ‘* I hap- 
pened, fays Mr. Gib/on to be then prefent, and perceived 
him come reeling along with his nofe turned out, his eyes 
fixed and immoveable, with all the other figns that ufually 
attend this fatal diftemper, and when he came to the trough, 
he could not reach the water, becaufe of the cramp and 
ftiffnefs of his neck ; and when it was held to him in a 
pail, could not drink, though he fhewed an eagernefs for 
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it, his mouth being fhut up fo-clofe, that it was fcarce 
poffible to put a knife between his teeth: 

«¢ When we had found it impracticable to adminifter 
any kind of medicine, till by rubbing his cheeks, jaws, and 
temples, and his whole neck, for a confiderable time, we 
made a fhift, with great difficulty, to thruft down part of 
a calomel ball, on the end of a fmall ftick, and then to 
pour into his noftrils a very {mall portion of a ftrong ce- 
phalic drink, thinking by that.means to convey the ball 
downwards into his ftomach, which, however, had but little 
effet, any farther than this, that he had not fuch fudden 
fits and _agitations as I have, feen in others in the like cir- 
cumftances, but continued more quiet ; neither did his fever 
increafe, as ufually happens when the diftemper is gaining 
ground ; but all this while his mouth continued fo much 
fhut, that he could neither eat nor drink for three weeks, 
only by continually rubbing his jaws and neck, he would 
fometimes make a fhift to fuck a handful of fcalded bran, 
or fometimes a little oat-meal moiftened with warm water, 
but in fo, {mall a quantity, that it is poffible he might have 
ftarved, if other methods had not been taken to keep him 
alive. 

<¢ T have often obferved, that the forcing the jaws open 
by violent means, puts a horfe into fuch agonies, that it ra- 
ther increafes than abates the fymptoms; and therefore I 
contrived to give him both his food and phyfic by the fun- 
dament, through a pipe fourteen. inches long, by which he 
feemed to receive great benefit; for we could perceive the 
fymptoms abate daily. His flanks grew more quiet, he ftood 
more ftill and free from fudden fits and ftartings; all which 
fymptoms are ufually in the continuance and increafe of 
this diftemper, ‘The glyfters were contrived in the fol- 
lowing manner. 

‘© Rue, penny royal, and chamomile flowers, of each a 
handful ; favin and box, of each half a handful; garlick, 
an ounce ; caftor and afla foetida, of each half an ounce. 

“© In making this glyfter, the herbs are to be boiled firft 
in two quarts of water, in a covered veflel, the {pace of ten 


or fifteen minutes, with the caftor and affa foetida cut in 


{mall pieces and tied in a rag, not only to fave the caftor 
from wafte, but that it may be fqueezed into feveral gly fters. 
Then the garlick to be added and continued clofe covered 
over the fire the {pace of ten minutes longer ; after this the 
liquor to be poured off into a pan, or any other convenient 
veilel, then add of linfeed oil, or treacle, of each four 
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ounces, with half an-ounce of unrectified oil'of amber, the 
treacle and the oils are to be mixed with’ the decoétion 
when it is pat into the bag. : 

‘© This glyfter was repeated once a day for'a fortnight, 
and by way of diet was given every day three or four quarts 
of milk, boiled with oat-meal and water, a: bag with a 
long pipe being left in the ftable for that purpofe. He re- 
tained every thing that was adminiftered that way, which 
he generally fucked up of himfelf without force. This per- 
haps, was in fome meafure owing to the ‘nature of this 
univerfal convulfion, which caufes fuch irregular “motions 
in the midriff and mufcles of refpiration, as in fome mea- 
fure inverts the natural motions of the guts ; and for the 
fame reafor horfes in this condition feldom dung, but ftale 
often, and when they dung it drops from them in‘a man- 
ner infenfibly, and often no more than one or two balls at 
atime: and therefore, as this horfe could receive little or 
no fuftenance by the mouth, I was determined to make 
trial how far he might receive nourifhment by way of in- 
jection backwards; whether a thin diluted food thrown 
into the ftreight gut, and from thence over into’ the fmall 
guts, by the help of a long pipe, might’ not find a paflage 
into the blood through the lacteals, efpecially there being 
experiments of this kind made on the human body, both 
in adminiftring food and phyfic, particularly in giving the 
bark by way of glyfter, ‘in agues and intérmitting fevers, 
which has been found fuccefsful, where the ftomach was 
not able-to bear its aufterity. It was upon this footing that 
I treated him in the manner I have defcribed, which I 
imagined was not altogether without its effect ; for he fearce 
eat in three weeks what was fufficient to  fuftain him one 
day ; fo that it was impoffible for him to have lived, had 
he not been fupported by what was thrown ‘into his bowels ; 
and though by this means he loft his flefh very: fenfibly, 
yet he {till retained a good deal of vigour and'vivacity. He 
had two men conftantly to look after him, and thefe re- 
lieved by others, who had orders to rub his whole body 
often, which greatly helped to relax his fkin, and remove 
the crampinefs of his mufcles ; and though he had not, for 
the firfl fortnight recovered the ufe of his jaws, yet we 
obferved him daily to move with lefs ftiffnefs, and often to 
lick in his manger, as if he craved after food.’ He alfo 
breathed with lefs difficulty, and had feveral other good 
figns. This encouraged me to try another experiment with 
opium, from the known quality of that drug in relaxing 
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the animal fibres; which I therefore thought might be of 
fetvice to remove the contraGtions of the mufcles, about his 
mouth and jaws, whiclr all this while continued: in, fome 
meafare obftinate, and without fome powerful relief might 
prove fatal, even though the original caufe was in a great 
meafure taken away: therefore, I caufed half an ounce of 
crude: opiim -to be diffolved in one cf his glyfters, which 
was followed with thefe circumftances, that the horfe foon 
lay down, . began to point his eats backwards and forwards, 
and could move’ his neck pretty freely, and his mouth was 
fo far at liberty, that he'took his drinks with little or no 
difficuley; and could eat hay and bran fufficient to fuftain 
him.. °‘He likewife moved his whole body fo readily, that 
we could’ walk him an hour every day: and that I might 
follow up what I imagined had been fo fuccefsfully begun 
by the opiate glyfter, I ordered him fome days after, an 
ounce of thecommon Matthews’s pill, which contains about 
two drams of opium, and the fame quantity of afla foetida 
made'itito a ball, which was given at his mouth, and 
wathed down with a hornful of gruel, which was done with 
great eafe, his mouth being grown pretty pliable. “This 
ball being onite more repeated, he recovered daily, being 
continued for fome time in the ufe of the drinks, which 
were now adminiftred only twice a week, with goed rub- 
bing ; and as foon a8 he began to recover his flefh, he was 
gently purged. By this method he was perfectly cured, 
‘without any other ilt effe& than a blemifh on one eye, 
caufed by the violence and ftrong contraClion of the mufcles 
during the convulfions, which indeed were as bad as any [ 
ever faw, even where they proved the moft fatal. — Thus 
I judged it might be proper to relate the hiftory of this cure 
in its whole procefs, including all the principal cireum- 
{tances thereof, where it may be obferved, that I have {carce- 
ly in any refpeét followed the common method of repeated 
bleedings, purging, glyfters, and rowels ; all which might 
be proper, ifthe convulfions proceeded either originally from 
the head, or from a vifcid fizy blood, or ffom wounds or 
contufions, &c¢. But as I have difcovered this kind of con- 
vulfion, or univerfal crampin young horfes, ufually to take 
its rife from the caufes above affigned, to wit, from vermin 
in their ftomachs$ I have therefore in fuch cafes bled but 
feldom : I made ufe of no purging glyfters, becaufe the ir- 
ritation made in the bowels, and a difcharge from 
thence, can be of little or no ufe, where a powerful 
revulfion is not abfolutely neceflary, but rather hurtful, 
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efpecially where a horfe cannot feed. And as for rowels, 
I have feen the farriers put one on each fide of the neck, 
one in the belly, one on the forehead, and one on each 
thigh ; but the ill fuccefs they meet with has made them 
not fo fond of that practice as formerly ; for the fkin is 
drawn fo tight in all parts, that the rowels feldom come 
toa kindly digeftion, but are apt to mortify, and thereby 
increafe the horfe’s mifery : and therefore, I have feldom 
ordered roweling in this cafe, but under the jaws, or in the 
breaft, there being no room for rowels any where elfe.” 
Thus much may be fufficient to give an idea both of our 
author’s judgment in farriery, and his way of reafoning 
upon horfe-diftempers ; efpecially as his capacity hath al- 
‘ready been fo well known to the public by his other works. 
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Sopra il turbine che la notie tra gli xi & xti Guigno del 1149» 
dannegid una gran parte di Roma, Differtatione del P. 
Ruggiero Giujeppe Bofchovich della Compania di Gefu de- 
dicata a fua Eminenza il Signor Cardinale Silvie Valenti, 
Segretario di Stato S Camerlengo di Santa Chiefa, in Roma, 
1749. i.e. A Differtation on the Whirlwind which da- 
maged a great Part of Rome, on the Night of the 11th 
of June, 1749, ly Father Bofchovich, a Fefuit, dedi- 
cated to his Eminency Cardinal Silvio Valenti. 


HE havock caufed at Rome by the phenomenon which 

is the fubject of this book, was {fo terrible, and the 
effects thereof fo fingular, that cardinal Valenti thought the 
fpeculations of the learned would not be mifemployed in 
tranfmitting a philofophical narrative of it to pofterity ; ac- 
cordingly P. Bofchovich, with his ufual deference to the de- 
fires of that cardinal, readily entered uponthe tafk, and with 
fuch attachment, that within three weeks he went through 
allthe enquiries, digefted all the informations, and compleat- 
ed all the difquifitions requifite not only for a circumftan- 
tial detail of the fact, but alfo for a phyfical differtation on 
its circumftances. ‘The firft of the three parts into which 
his book is divided, confifts only of the particular effeéts and 
damages caufed by the whirlwind at Rome. ‘The fecond, 
is a.comparifon of this phenomenon, with the like menti- 
oned in voyages and hiftories. ‘The third exhibits the opi- 
nions 
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nions of naturalifts of all ages relating to the nature and 
effects of thefe defolating blafts. 

In colle&ting the various circumftances with which this 
whirlwind was attended, the author had a particular eye 
to any which might afford fome knowledge of its figure, 
its rapidity, its force, and its action on al] the bodies which 
ftood in its way. The darknefs of the night ren- 
dered its figure not clearly difcernible, though fome aver 
its firft appearance to have been in a very black, long, and 
lofty cloud, which continually emitted flafhes on all fides ; 
fome muletiers who were in the ftreets at the inftant of its 
paflage, declared they faw an exceeding high cloud which 
lightened every moment, pufhing along with a furprifing 
fwiftnefs, and within three or four feet of the ground; on 
which having thrown themfelves in their confternation, 
their obfervations were at an end. Demolifhed houfes, 
trees torn up, and other ruinous veftiges, too vifibly ma- 
nifeft its direétion. That it firft gathered in the neighbour- 
ing fea, feems beyond doubt ; having been tracked from 
Oftia to Rome. The author has not thought his de- 
fign required a colleétion of all the prodigious effects there~ 
of along fuch a diftance, as his obfervations on thofe with- 
in Rome, abundantly determine both the nature and action 
of this hurricane. It entered the city betwixt the gates of 
St. Paul and St. Sebaftian, juft where the wall forms an 
inward angle, and furrounds the marquifs Cavallieri’s gar- 
dens, and croffing in a ftreight line, it went out at the north » 
angle of a large fquare, betwixt the Porta Pia and that of St. 
Laurence, which is partly without the city, that {pot being 
the ancient Caffrum Pretorium. Thus the horror of its 
paflage is abated, by its being through the leaft populous 
part of Rome, as Mr. Nolli’s map fhews. Its rapidity was 
extreme, all who felt it pafs over their houfes agreeing, that 
its paflage lafted only a few moments. ‘The general effeéts. 
thereof on houfes, were ftripping off the roofs, blowing 
away chimnies, breaking doors and windows, forcing up 
the floors, and unpaving the rooms. Its impetus was not lefs 
deftructive to the gardens and orchards. The vines were torn 
up by the roots, all the other trees in its way it overthrew ; 
and where its action was moft violent, the very rafters of 
the houfes were broke and difperfed, and even hurled againft 
houfes at a confiderable diftance. It has made large chafms 
in fome walls, others are entirely thrown down, and many 
houfes totally demolifhed. 

L 3 But 














— we of 
Pn 
me 








nin 
ee fr 


Shee) EC eile Davcigg aS ly amy Re. + Meningie ithe 


iso The MONTHLY REMIEW, 


But a very fingular circumflance was, ‘that of four par- 
tition garden, walls, parallel, and in the fame direction as the 
courfe of the whirlwind, the two middle over which it 
pafied perpendicularly, remained ftanding, whilff the greateft 
part of the two outward, were reverfed oppofitely, falling 
towards each other, and againft the middle walls.. At the 
duke of Caferia’s palace, which has double fafhes, the 
fquares of the inner fafhes fuffered more than thofe of the 
outer, At the fame it place afforded another no Jefs remark- 
able incident... The blaft entered one of the upper rooms, 
where a woman at prayers had put her lamp upon the 
floor, it made the oil fpurt out, and whirled the lamp about, 
and yet the flame remained unextinguifhed. Our author 
has obferved in general, that the loftieft buildings felt the 
fury thereof moit, and that many houfes of only one ftory were 
little damaged ; which remark is pretty obvious, and why 
jts adtion is not equally vehement in all places through 
which it pafled, is not a more perplexing problem. ‘There 
were fome vifible and large interruptions, fays he, occafi- 
oned by its meeting with obftacles of refiftance, fuch as high 
and folid firuCiures ; for its effe€ts were inconfiderable on 
the places adjacent in the fame direction. From a view of 
the ruins of the houfes, and an infpection into the other 
effects of this hurricane, the author is of opinion, that its 
action gradually augmented from the beginning to the end 
of its tranfit through Rome. .This indeed exercifes the au- 
thor’s perfpicacity. ‘Though its veftiges were accurately traced 
without the city, the fpot of its diffipation is not agreed 
upon, 


Such a fpectacle ftruck the people of Rome’ with terror 


“and amazement; they could not conceive there had 


ever been fuch a tempeft; andall who are not read in hifto- 
ry would incline to the fame opinion: but the fecond part 
of P. Bofchovich’s work, fhews this phenomenon with all 
its ravages, to be far from unparallell’d. He defcribes ma- 
ny fimilar in fome circumftances, but more terrible hy their 
impetus, effects, and durations. The learned Jefuit begins 
with the narratives of water-fpouts, taken from creditable 


-authors of. various nations; as Thevenct, who-has defcribed 


them in his. collection of voyages; Adontanari, who has 
publifhed on this fubje&t a little piece with the title of Delle 


fore @ Erle, by way of dialogue, occafioned .by a hurri- 


cane which deftroyed great part of the Veromexe,.a very 
fine province ; Major, an Englifbman, who is full of in- 
ftances, which cannot be read without emotion, and Signor 
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Conflantini, who at the end of: bis treatife on the iruth of 
an umverfal deluge, has a diflertation on water-fpouts. . He 
mentions that dreadful ftorm, in which fome Spanijfh thips, 
under. Alvarez Nunnez, fuffered fo extremely at the ifle of 
Cuba ; an authentick account, of which from his own hand, 
is in Ramufio’s third volume. He relates ;. that {uch was 
the force of the wind, that no houfes, nor even churches 
could oppofe it, but were all laid. in ruins, that Nunnez’s 
men haftening out of the town for fear of being crufhed by 
the fall of the buildings, were obliged to walk feven or 
eight in a clufter, grafping each other with all their ftrength, 
row they might not be carried away by the rapidity of the 
lafts. 

Wheén .the ftorm was over, Nununez returned to the 
harbour, but all he found of his fhips, was only fome broken 
pieces of BEING 5 from thence he proceeded along the fhor¢g 
in quefteither of his fhips, or of his feamen, but meeting with 
nothing this way, he betook himfelf to the mountains ; here 
indeed, he perceived a boat lodged upon fome trees about a 
quarter of a league from the fea, and ten leagues further, he 
found two bodies of his men, and fome trunk lids feattered up 
and down. The men were too much disfigured by bruifes 
to be known. No lefs than fixty men and twenty horfes 
perifhed by this hurricane. The whole country had a la- 
mentable afpeét, the blighted plains were covered, with limbs 
of trees, and the naked hiils ftript of every vegetable. 

P. Bofchevich adds a relation of two tempefts not lefs 
terrible, from Petrarch and Macchiavel. The latter be- 

an in the Adriatick, not far from Ancona, and after tra- 
verfing /taly, rufht upon the AZediterranean, near Pifa. 
This hurricane, fays he, during its whole courfe, was ob- 
ferved to keep one conftant breadth of about two miles: 
Its fury far exceeded whatever had been feen; that mcft 
people thought the world was at an end. Ammirati’s nar- 
rative of it in his hiftory of Florence, fo far differs from th.t 
of Macchiavel, that he limits the courfe of this hurricane to 
twenty miles. P. Bofchovich reconciles thefe two writers, 
by obferving, that Ammirati, only faying, that the hurri- 
cane appeared towards the country of Valdofa, does not 
any wife contradict Adacchiavel, or invalidate a concly- 
fion, that this florm did not reach a great way beyond 
Valdofa, . 

In all hisextra&ts of hurricanes, and tempefts, as the inge- 
nious Jefuit was very choice in his authors, fo he has 
been very careful. to point out any fingular circum- 
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ftance or effet in them, which has a refemblance to thofe 
of the phenomenon which is under his illuftration. He ob- 
ferves that the motion of all thefe whirlwinds is circular; 
that their action is attractive ; and thata common effeét of 
them is to carry up into the air, tiles, ftones, and animals 
themfelves, which happen to be in their courfe; and all 
kinds of bodies unexceptionably, throwing them to a con- 
fiderable diftance, with an impetuofity like that of a violent 
fhower; and from them he would account for thofe fuper- 
natural rains in Livy, Pliny, and other hiftorians and na- 
turalifts, and in fome as portentous. 

If a whirlwind, fays he, pafles along a fheep-fhearing, 
or by a ware-houfe of wooll, or rather over any place 
where wool is fpread abroad to dry, the confequence is, that 
having carried away the wool, it afterwards fcatters it in 
{mall locks, and poffibly ata confiderable diftance; here is all 
the appearance ef a fhower of wooll. An iron fhower has the 
very fame orjgin, a whirlwind fweeping along the mines of 
that metal of which the mountains.in Jtaly afford many, or 
along mineral rivulets, carries innumerable metaline particles 
away, and fprinkles them on fome diftant town or fields. 
Immediately all the country is terrified with a fhower of 
iron, as a fure prognoftic of war or famine. 

The folution of rains of flefh, blood and milk feems at 
firft fight more difficult ; but fays our author, where is the 
impoffibility that a whirlwind, confidering its force and 
rapidity, paffing over fhambles or any part where cattle is 
flaughtering for the fupply of an army, fhould carry away the 
{mali cuttings, which by their own weight ‘upon the ceafing 
of the ftorm will fall to the ground? An accident like 
this induced the fuperftitious Romans, without hefitation or 
further enquiry, to infert into the Fafi, that fuch a day 
was polluted by a fhower of flefh. Though P, Bofchovich 
be thoroughly acquainted with all the different explications of 
bloody and milky rains, he prefers this whirlwind to any, as 
the moft natural; withal he feems prefuaded that few, if 
any of thefe phenomena, are any thing more real than the 
vifionary produéts of the imagination or artifices of thofe 
who pretend tohave feen them; and that confequently they 
are not worth the thoughts and time of a rational naturalift. 

Now, for the third part, the fubject of which is a dif- 


-quifition into the nature, and wonderful effeéts of whirl- 


winds. ‘Thefe phenomena, he fays, were anciently: di- 
vided into three forts, one of which had the name of 
siosfias among the Greeks, and Procelig among the Latins ; 
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fome were called rufors, vortex or turbg, and others xpnsepesy 
and Prefler. ‘Though the ancients agreed in the word, they 
differed in their refpective meaning ; P. Bo/chovich fets down 
the fyftem of Ari/totle with that of Pliny and other natura- 
lifts of antiquity ; fhewing that they attributed thefe three 
modes of wind to nearly the fame caufes as they did the 
thunder and lightning, that is, to arid, fpirituous, and igneous 
exhalations ; that they gave the name of Ecnepbiai to the 
wind, which at its iffuing from the cloud, dilated itfelf to 
a great extent, which was fimple and depurated, as I 
may fay, from all the nubilous vapours, and was imper- 
ceptible. to the eye, except in its devaftations; that 
the Typhon was more denfe and confined than the Eene- 
phiai, circular like a whirlwind, forcing down the cloud in 
eddies; and driving it along in the fame orbicular progreffion ; 
that the Prefer was no other than an inflamed Typhon. 

After this learned expofition of the antient fyftems, the 
author applies their doétrine to the whirlwinds and hurricanes 
of latter times, According to him thofe tempefts which 
reign at the Cape of Good Hope, and are diftinguifhed by the 
appellation of Travadores, are the Ecnephiaj of the antients : 
Such alfo is the opinion of Varrenne, in his geography, of 
Duhamel, and of P. Hardouin, in his notes upon Pliny. The 
whirlwinds of which he gives an account in his fecond part, 
very few excepted, he clafles with the Typhons ; that the 
water-fpouts which are feen to defcend from a cloud as a 
pillar, are fo many Typhons, is, fays he, quite inconteftable ; 
the eye, affifted by a little refleCtion, clears up the point 
beyond all doubt. Finally, as to the whirlwind before him, 
he decides it to have been a Typhon, which at times be- 
came a Prefer, or, more diftinétly, that it was originally 
a water-fpout, which by the acceffion of fulphureous particles 
in jt progrefs along the continent, took fire feveral times, 
and burnt fuch fubjeéts as it met with in its inflammatory 
ftate. It was by thefe afcititious particles, that, what at 
firft was only a fea {pout or Typhon, was changed into a 
fiery Prefler. This principle fufices the author for a fatis- 
factory rationale of all the ftrange effects {pecified in the 
firft part of the work. 

The Typhon has two different motions, onecirculatory, by 
which it turns round as it were upon its own axis, and the 
other progreffive in a ftreight direétion. By means of thefe 
two motions, the former rationale of the nature of this Roman 

hzenomenon, and the fingular inftances of its violence is con- 
Giaied; but P. Bofchovich carries his refearches ftill farther, 
cx- 
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explaining its action and its feveral properties by argu- 
ments grounded on experiments and the principles of true 
philofophy ; a delightful field, but where our limits will 
not allow us to follow him. He clofes his work with an 
appendix on feveral phenomena which were feen on the 
day the author began his furvey of the feyeral damages 
caufed by this whirlwind. | “scbestt B 


~~ 





Books juft publifhed abroad. 


NAPLES. | | 

Ella via appia Ricénofciuta e Defcripta da Roma a 

) Brundifi Lib. IV. di Francefco Maria Pratilli all’ 

liuftrifimo ed Excellentiffimo Signore il Signor Conte D. 

Egidio Gaetano dell’ Aquila d’Arragona de’ Duchi de Lau- 

renzano Gentiluomo di Camera del re Noftro Signore. 
Folia. | 

Stenna. Storia del Vefcovado della Citta de Sienna, 
unita alla ferie cronologica fuoi Vefcovie Arcivefcovi, fratta 
da fcrittori ed antichi documegnti, in parte non piu prodotti 
alla luce; publicata fotto gli. aufpici del Em——-—. Card, 
Silvio Valenti Gonzaga, Camerlengo di Santa Chiefa, dal 
Cavaliere Gio. Ant. Pecci, Patrizio Sanefe. uarto. . — 
* Awoers. Obfervation fur Ja route de l"Ourague & fon 
ufage, par M. de Bouffae, Dofteur Régent de la Faculte 
de medecine d’Angers. | aie 

Lyons. Elemens d’Hippiatrique, ou noveaux priricipes 
fur Ja connoiffance & fur Ja médicine des Chevaux ; par 
M. Bourgelat, Ecuyer du Roi, chef de fon Académie établie 
aLyon. Vol. 1. Ofavo. 

RovEn. Abregé de la Vie des Saints pour tous les jours 
de Pannée, accompagnée de reflections, d’une courte af- 
piration pour obtenir Ja grace de les imiter. ParM. J***, 
12mo, 2. Vols. - 

Paris. Hiftoire de la Noblefle du Comté Venaiffin, 
d’Avignon, &. de la Principauté ‘d’ Orange. Vol..3. and 
4. The firft and fecond were publifhed in 1743. 

Curfus Philofophicus ad Scholarum ufum accommodatus, 
auctore Petro le Monnier, Philofophiz Profeflore emerito 
in univerfitate ftudii Parenfis, in Collegio Harcuriano, cum 
fig. 6 Vols 12mo, : | : 

Hiftoire naturelle de ’Ifle de Groenland, du detroit de 
Davis, & d’autres pays fous de Nord. Tranflated from the 
German, 2 vols 12ma, : 
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Zoo-généfie, ou génération de ’Homme & des Aji- 

maux, par le Sieur Gautier. 
~, Recueil d’arréts rendus fur plufieurs queftions jugées dans 
des ‘procés de rapport en la Quatriémme Chambre des En- 
quétes, Par M*** Confeiller du Roi en cette Chambre. 
Ato. | | 
~ Le paflage du Var, ou J’incurfion des Autrichiens* en 
Provence. 4 Poem. 
‘Veteris Jurifprudentia Romane monumenta, que ex- 
tant integra, aut fere integra; feu leges, Senatus confulta, 
plebifcita, decreta, interdi€ta, formule libellorum & con- 
tractuum, inftrumenta & teftamenta que in veteribus cum’ 
ex zre, marmore & lapide, tum. ex membrana & cortice 
monumentis reperiuntur. Folia, __ | 

L’Antiquité de I’Eglife de Marfeille, & de 1a fuctefion 
de fes Evéques. Par M. PEvéque de Marfeille, adreflées 
au-Clergé Séculier & Régulier, & aux Fidéles de fon Dio- 
céfe, pour leur Inftruétion. Quarto, 

Poetique Francoife 4l’ufage des Dames, avec des exem- 
ples. 2 Vols. 12m0, : 

Hiftoire generale & particuli¢re de Bourgogne, avec des 
Notes, des Differtations & des preuves juftificatives, com- 
pofée fur les auteurs, les Titres originaux, les Regiftres 
publics, les Cartulaires des Eglifes, Cathédrales & Collegi- 
ales, des Abbayes, des Monaftéres, autres anciens Monu- 
mens. Et enrichie de Vignétes, de Cartes Geographiques, 
de divers Plans, de plufieurs figures de Portiques, Tom. 
beaux, & Sceaux, tant des Ducs que des grandes Maifons, 
@&c._ Par un Religieux Bénédictin de PAbbaye de S. Be- 
nigne de Dyon & de la Congrégation de S. Maur. 3. Vols 
Folio, 

Confiderations fur l’orgine & Ie progrés des Belles Let- 
tres chez les Romains, & les caufes de leur décadence. Par 
M. PAbbé le Moine d’Orgival. 1270. 

Nouveau Traité de Diplomatique, ot l’on examine les 
Fondemens le cet Art; on etablit des Régles fur le dif- 
cernement des Titres, & Von expofe hiftoriquement les ca- 
ractéres des Bulles Pontificales & des Diplémes donnés en 
chaque fiecle : avec des Eclairciflemens fur un nombre con- 
fiderable de points d’Hiftoire, de Chronologie, de Critique 
& de Difcipline; & la Refutationm de diverfes accufations 
intentées contre beaucoup d’Archives célébres, & fur-tout 
contre celles des anciennes Eslifes. Par deux Religieux Béné- 
diGins, de la Congrégation de $, Maur, 4t0. Vol. I. 
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Nouvelles Remarques fur Ia Lithotomic, fuivies de plue 
fieurs obfervations fur la feparation du pénis, & fur )’ampu- 
tation des mammelles, par M. Pallucci, Chirurgien, de 
Y Academie de Florence, & Penfionaire de fa majefté Impe- 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE, Enghf. 
LONDON, December 24. 


The following Books and Pamphlets have been publifhed bere 
fince our laft. . 


I. View of the Lancafhire diale& ; by way of dialogue, 

A between Tummus o’ William’s, o Margit o” Roaph’s, 
and Meary o’ Dick’s, o’ Tummy 0 Pecgy’s. “To which is pre- 
fixed a dialogue between the author and his pamphlet. With 
a gloflary of all the. Lancafhire words and phrafes therein 
ufed. By Tim. Bobbin, Fellow of the Sifyphian fociety of 
Dutch loom weavers, and an old adept in the dialeé&. 
Printed for Ff. Robinfon. 1z2mo. pamplet, price 6d. The 
fourth edition. 

This is a mafterpiece of the kind. The ftories in it are 
truly humourous, and exhibit the character of a clown in 
pure nature, fuch as a fimple country fellow really is, who 
is quite unacquainted with the world, of which he has feen 
no more than a very few miles round the cottage or farm he 
was bred in, and perhaps had never converfed familiarly with 
more than fix perfons, and thofe not a bit more intelligent 
than himéelf. 

II. The Female Foundling ; or virtue, truth, and fpirit, 
oppofing every difficulty, Tranflated from the French. 
Printed for Z. Waller, z vol. 12m. Price 5s. few’d in 
blue paper. This work, froma curfory view thereof, ap- 
pears to us to be very infipid, and fo much of a piece with 


thofe'exploded romantic novels of which the French had 


many years ago given even our very girls a furfeit, that 
we beg our readers will not infifton our looking any farther 
into it: Efpecially as the author feems to have had a very 
poor genius, and is alfo far from being improved by his Ex- 
gif drefs. | 

IIT, Memoirs of the life of Parne/e, a Spanifh lady of vaft 
fortune, ‘Tranflated from the Spani/h manulcript. Printed 
for W. Owen, and W, Clark ; in one pocket vol. price 3 4 
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" If the reader pleafes to apply to this book what we have 
faid of the preceding article, he will fave both himfelf and 
us fome trouble ; and yet not have his judgment of either 
performance in the leaft mifled. 

VI. The life and adventures of Peter Wilkins, a Cornifh man ; 
relating particularly his fhipwreck near the fouth pole; his 
wonderful paflage through a fubterraneous cavern into a kind 
of new world; his there meeting with a Gewry, or flying 
woman, whofe life he preferved, and afterwards married 
her ; his extraordinary conveyance to the country of Glums 
and Gawrys, or men and women that fly; likewife a def- 
cription of this ftrange country, with the laws, cuftoms, and 
manners of its inhabitants, and the author’s remarkable 
tranfactions among them. ‘Taken from his own mouth, in 
his paflage to England, from off Cape Horn in America; il- 
luftrated with feveral cuts, diftinétly reprefenting the ftru€ture 
and mechanifm of the wings of the Glums and Gawrys. 
Printed for f. Robinfon, and R. Dedfley. | 

Here is a very ftrange performance indeed. It feems to 
be the illegitimate offspring of no very natural conjunétion 
betwixt Gulliver’s travels and Robinjon Crufce; but much 
inferior to the meaner of thefe two performances, either as 
to entertainment or utility. It has all that is impoffible in 
the one, or improbable in the other, without the wit and 
fpirit of the firit, or the juft ftrokes of nature and ufeful 
leffons of morality of the fecond. There are likewife 
many things in this work which appear to be derived from 
hints drawn from the Arabian nights entertainment. How- 
ever, if the invention of wings for mankind to fly with, is 
a fufficient amends for all the dulnefs and unmeaning extra- 
vagancies of this author, we are willing to allow that his 
book has fome merit; and that he deferves encouragement 
at leaft as an able mechanic, if not as a good writer. 

V. Stigand ; or, the Antigallican, A poem, by Fobn 
Free, D. D. Printed for AZ. Sheepey, 4to. Price 15.— 
We fuppofe the author of this poem to be a member of the 
Antigallican fociety, in honour of which it is written. It 
takes its title from Stigand, abbot of Canterbury, who led 
the Kentifbmen againft William the conqueror, when their 
ancient liberties were confirmed to them. The whole piece 
is animated with a fpirit of great bitternefs againft, and 
contempt of, the French nation, and no fmall partiality to 
the Englifb. 

VI, The Rofciad, a Poem. In which the real excel- 
lencies and imperfections of the three principal ornaments 
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of the Britifh ftage are illuftrated; and cohfpicyoufly repre- 


fented, 410, Price 13. Robinfon. ‘Vhe autho of this piece 
has robbed himfelf of no honour by concealing his name. ._He 
brings Quin, Garrick, and Barry betore Melpeamne, to de- 
fend their claims to the parts performed by them, by often- 
tatioufly fetting forth the various and peculiar excellencies. of 
their action. The author indeed has fhewn fome judgment, 
in. the decifions he makes A4elpomene pafs in favour of Quin 
and Garrick ; but he feems to be animated by either a fer- 
vile attachment to one of thefe players, dr a perfonal and 
partial enmity to poor Barry, whom he itrips of all his fame 
fcarcely allowing him the merit of being evenbut a tolerable 
actors 

VIL. A Prefent for young Gentlemen on entering the 
Counting-Houfe: containing the practical part of bufinefs, 
familiar rules on the art of book-keeping, and examples to 
exercife thefe rules. By ¥. Ca/fro, accountant; 12mo. Price 
1s. 6d. Griffiths. ; 

_ VIL. Chets analyfed ; or, Inftru€tions by which a perfect 
Knowledge ‘of this noble Game may in a fhort time be 
acquired. By 4. D. Philidor. 8vo. Nourfe. 

IX. A Vindication of the Mallard of All Soul’s College, 
Oxon, 8vo. pr. 64. Rivington. This is an ingenious and 
humourous performance. It is occafioned by Mr. Pointers 
account of the Mallard, 

X. A Narrative of the ‘Tranfa&tions of the Britifh Squa~ 
dronin the Eaft-Indies, during the late War.. By an offi+ 
cer, 8vo. Price rs. 6d. D. Wilfon in the Strand. 

XI. The Secret Hyftory of Pythagoras, Svo. Price t sv 
This is a new edition of an ingenious pamphlet publifhed 
fome yeats ago; pretty well known, and much efteemed 
by the lovers of freedom in religious matters. Griffiths. 

XII. A Differtation on Royal Societies, Price rs. 8vo. 
Some account of this article in our next. 

XIII. Memoirs of M. de M/cilcour, tranflated from the 
French of the younger Crebillon, By Michaél Clancy. 12mo. 
Printed for Nourfe. Price z s. 6 d. few’d in blue paper. 
The original of this book is too well known in the li- 
terary word, to need any character here. Therefore all 
we fhall further fay, is, that we have always imagined, 
that if any of our tranflators ever attempted to give this 
work in Englifb, they would not do it juftice, and we 
are ftill of the fame opinion, tho’ we have feen Dr. Clancy’s 
tranilation, 
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XIV. Memoirs concerning Herculaneum. T'ranflated 
from the Italian of a memorial drawn up by the fecretary of 
the marquis D’Hojfpital, embaflador from France to the 
court of Naples. Thaftrated with notes. By William Fordyce, 
M. A. Printed for David Wilfon in the Strand. Price 1 5. 

NV. A Treatife on Trade; or, the Antiquity and Ho- 
nour of Commerce. -Shewing how trade was oisimbd by 
the Egyptians, Fews, Greeks, and Romans, and on what 
footing of worlhip it now ftands withas. Addreffed tothe 
country gentlemen ‘of England, 8v0. Price. 1s. Clark in 
Cornbill. ‘The title of this piece fufficiently explains its na- 
ture. The authors knowledge is only general on this 
fubject, and appears to be chiefly the refule of his reading, 
of which he has made no inconfiderable difplay. 

XV}. The Mirror. 8vo. Price 6 d, Containing the 
two firft numbers of a periodical paper publifhed at Dublin; 
which appear to us to be very unworthy the reprinting here. 
The author is probably fome youngfter of the college there, 
with more vivacity than folidity, and who only writes to 
few the world what a vaft ftock of wit and humour he is 
poffeffed of. ~But we do not hear that he ‘has yet gained 
any admirers. 

XVIF. A Treatife on the Plague and peftilential Fevers, 
with fome ufeful ‘hints for the better prevention and cure. 
Together with fome obfervations om the peftilential Fever 

now raging among the horned cattle. 8vo. Price 1 s. 
Robinfm, ‘The author of this treatifethinks, ‘* That the 
carrying a plague in merchandife, or paffing of the plague 
from one man into another, by contagion, is inconfiftent 
with innumerable plain and obvious experiments ; and i 
only fupported by a few fingle experiments, which af- 
frighted people have alledged’’ But he concludes, ** That 
the plague is rarely, if ever, communicated by perfons or 
goods, but is produced from fome fault of the air ; and that 
the air is the principal caufe of fpreading the infeétion.”’ 
See p 36. 
. XVIII. An Appendix to the Economy of Human Life ; 
in a Letter to the E. of Chefterfield. Prices s. Printed 
for E. Withers in Fleetfireet. A performance not worth 
any further mention. 
XIX. The cafe of receiving the Small-pox by innocu- 
lation impartially confidered, and efpecially in a religious 
view. Written in the year 1725, by the late Rev. Mr, 
David Some of Harborough : And now publifhed from the 
. original 
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original manufcript, by P. Doddridge, D. D. Printed for 
Buckland and Waugh. 8vo. Price 6 d. | | 

XX. A Guide to the Stage: Or fecret inftruétions and 
precedents from the beft authorities, towards forming a po- 
lite audience ; with fome account of the players, &e 8vo, 
Price 6 d. Printed for Fob in King-ftreet Covent Garden. 
For a character of this performance, fee that of the ap- 
pendix to the CEconomy of Human Life, Art. 18. which 
will very well ferve for both. 

XXI. New-market. A Satire.—On the diverfion of 
horfe-racing. This is one of the beft poetical produétions of 
this feafon ; as the next article is the worft—And, indeed, 
the moft wretched thing of the kind we have ever feen, viz. 

XXIL Pandemonium : Or a New infernal Expedition. 
Infcribed to a being who calls himfelf William Lauder. 
4to, Price 6 d. 

XXIII. The Life of Harriot Stuart, Written 
by herfelf. 2 vols 12m. Price 55. Payne and Bouquet. 
We are perfuaded that {this is really the produce of a 
female pen ; and therefore fome may think it intitled to our 
more favourable ,regard. However, without a compliment 
to the author;*we may fafely venture to pronounce her 
work to be the beft in the novel way that has been lately 
publifhed. Her language is pretty good, and the manners of 
her perfons, together with the incidents of her ftory, are moft 
of them within the bounds of nature, and agreeable to what 
we daily fee in common life, But at the fame time it 
muft be owned that this work affords nothing great, or 
noble, or ufeful, or very entertaining. Here are no ftrik- 
ing characters, no interefting events, nor in fhort any thing 
that will ftrongly fix the attention, or greatly improve 
the morals of the reader. 

XXIV. An Effay on the antiquity, dignity, and ade 
vantages of living ina Garret. Humbly recommended to 
the ferious confideration of the learned world. 8vo. Price 
6.d. Owen. The title of this little piece fufficiently in- - 
dicates its being of the humorous kind. All, therefore, 
that we add, is, that it is not without merit in its way. 

XXV.. A Difquifition on Creedsor Articles of religious 
Faith, and an examination of the three great creeds called 
the Apofiles, the Nicene, and the Athanafian. 8vo. Printed 
for ‘F. Robinfon. Price 6 d. A moftaftonifhing performance ! 

N. B. Some articles publifbed this month, we are obliged 
ta defer till our next. That concerning Nichols on the Ani~ 


ma Medica, has been omitted by accident, but will not be over- 
hooked, O 
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